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THE author of the following d:{courſes 
will zoyfully bear that contempt, which 


he knows ſome will caſt upon him for appearing 
in the cauſe of ritual inſtitutions, if he can be . 
ſo happy as to perſuade others, that all God's re- 


' quirements deſerve their regard; and that the 


ordinances of Chrift in particular are calculated 


as well as defigned to anſwer uſeful purpoſes. 


Both diſcourſes are, with this view, addreſſed 
chiefly to thoſe, who have ſome inward reſpect 


for the judgment of Chriſt, and are willing to 


obey the mind of God, as publiſhed by him. For 


the uſe of ſuch they were, eſpecially the former, 
many years fince compoſed. And now that the 
outhor is induced to make them public; he ſees no 


neceſſity of going out of his way to prove, that 


the ſame divine being, who appointed the ritual 
inſtitutions mentioned in ſcripture, was able to 


make his mind known to all thoſe, for whoſe uſe 


he appointed them. 8 
The ſpecial deſign of the latter diſcourſe is to 


fhew, how much more extenfrve our Lord intended 


one of his inſtitutions ſhould be, than foie of his 


profeſſed Followers have been apt to think : whoſe 
| reaſonings 
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reaſonings tend to make that inſtitution ; unpro- 


fable to the far greateſt part even of bis oi 
diſciples ; whereas it was his mind, that it Jhould 


be uſeful to all thoſe in general, to whom in 


the miniſtration Y bis e 1 ae be made 


known, 


E RR AT A. 


AGE 1. line 10. for behoveth, read becometh. I. 16. 
for [hence] read [thence] p. 6. 1. 26. after 510 
read [conſidered as a being ſupremely wiſe and good; 
p. 7. 1, 4. for [righteouſneſs] read N p. 5 
I. 12. for ¶inſtitutions] read [inſtitution]. p 
[obſervance] p. 35. 1, ult, after 1 55 beende 
p. 55. I. 32. for [they] read Lend. | 
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2 VL N N 10 
command. e ach Tok ho 


MAT TH. HL. 18. e 16. 53 121 
They cometh Feſus from Gall . Jordan unto "on, 


10 be baptized of bim. But Fam e ey 5 fay- 


lige 4 have need to be h es ge 
thou to me? Ani Feſus 2 Fe Wes — 
Siuſer it to be ſo nam: ſor tus is belmueſb us ſa fur 


il all righteouſneſs. Then be jufered m. 


\HE great indifferency,. wherewith 5 
profeſſed chriſtians have allowed them- 
A. ſelves to treat all poſitive inſtitutigns,-not 
excepting. thoſe of Chriſt hielt, has determi 

my thoughts to this ſubj : that from Pen 


might take- occaſion to ew the weakneſs of that 


kind of reaſoning, which. the enemies. of chriſti- 


anity have put into the mouths of ſome. of its 


friends; e the them to ſet one part of religion 


againſt another; 30d nd as if any thing of a. 
6 


ritual nature was not on es bur Hurtfül, and 
inconſiſtent with the eh} part of religion. Th 
words which. 1-have read prove, that the Jes 


contrary to this was the judgment of our Lord Je- 


us Chriſt; and that his practice was agreeable to 


His declared judgment: Which it is to be, hope: 1 55 


may barg ſome weight with thoſe who are lin- 
; EP B 1 ; cerely 


"=" } 4 


wi.) 
5 1 42 . 1 
UT + ..100"%. n - - — LIES = * 
— - a-& - 3 9. — — — 
2 * . 1 — of — * 
2 5 — 
* 


ere 
CINE 


I * 2 — 
r 
r 


4 
* 
1 
ih, 
- 
o 
7 
* 
* 
ys 
2 
þ 
a 
M4 
N 
£ 
a 
o 
Ly 
4 1 
3 1 
* 
y 1 
* 
9 
1 
4 
- 4 |. "ix 
0 
31 1 
4. 
N J 
„ 1 
* if 
>} * 
SN 
: * 
, 
” 10 
1 
1 , 
* * 
n 
. 
_ 
4 
I 
\ 
128 
* 
4 
* 
22 
* 
* 
# | 
4 
Þ 
L : 
** 
1 
* 
o 
* 
7 
I} 
Nt j 
* 
* 
8 
1 
{ { 
\ » 


— - 
— a 
— 
I 


— * - 
— 7 4*⁴³ mg — 


ä . 1 


1 ; LG 1 4 — 
. ; C ĩð2v owmorg——_— 

— ** 1 — n uy * 

= Mo dot * 

„ 32 anne 7G, anttle; * 
5 r r 
an < — _ 4 ” * 

2 — nn 


2 CunisrT's : judgment concerning the 


cerely his diſciples. And the reaſons upon which 

our Lord ſeems to have proceded will, I hope, 

be ſufficient to ſhew, that the practice founded 
upon them is far from deſerving that contempt, 
which it is now ſo faſhionable to caſt upon it. 

. The text, on which I am to Fay a acquaints 
us with the circumſtances of Chriſt's on ſubmif. 
ſion to a poſitive ordinance, under the character | 
of fulfilling righteouſneſs there by. In 80 rſin 85 

on it I ſhall conſider, | | ob 


IT The journey which our Lord in order 
*. be baptized of Jeln. „ 


JF The hefitation- which Jain ia; ent 
ere a pen ſo much fuperior to himſelf. 


3 *Chrift fitisfactoryp anſwer; "uh" Which 
Fohn ceafed to make any further objection. | 


= ll 50 The journey which e our Lord took, in : Order 
to be baptized of Foln. 

This, as we are told, was from Galite 40 Her. 
ag A conſiderable length of ground: eſpecially 
if We allow what * Pr. Lightfoot has with great 
probability advanced; re it was in that part of 
Jordan, where the Thatlites firſt paſſed over into 
the land of Canaan; which was the ſouthern part 

of the ſtream, and conſequently the fartheſt from 
Galilee, It is plain however, from the firſt and fifth 
verſes of the chapter wherein i is our text, that the 
place where Jobn was baptizing when Chriſt came 
to him, was by 7adea and Feruſalem; which were 


at a very great diſtance from Galilee... | 
Now, as minute a circumſtance as this may ſeem; - 


yer it was well worth recording 3 to ſhew how di- 
© ligent 


5 Vol. I. pag. 18 


ul, of. * every « divine Dn 


igent our Saviour was, to do what in our e he 


+ calls the fulfilling all righteouſneſs ; that is, the obey-. 4 ; . 

4 ing every ſignification of the mind of God. He "0 

72 well knew his great ſuperiority above Jobn. \ Yet fy 

* | becauſe Jobn was ſent of God, to baptize ſuch per- = 

* ſons, Who profeſſed to believe the approach of the. +205 

K kingdom of heaven, and a reſolution to live agree- 1 

bs ably to ſuch a belief; he would not only be bap- Vi 

. tized of Jobn, but happening to be at a conſider- "wo 

55 able diſtance from him, would take a journey for = 

| that purpoſe. Which journey might and would 1 

. _ been ſpared, if the Son of God had not re- | 1 

4 ' ſolved to ſhew the greateſt reſpect to the command 9 N 
of his heavenly Father, in the commiſſion given il 

it to Jobn the baptiſt, Inſtead of Jeſus's travelling 1 
to be baptized of Jobn, it might eaſily have been, [I 
ſo. ordered, that Fobn, who ſhortly after this 4 4 

h baptize in Enon near to Salim, and 1n other parts 1 

near to Galilee, ſhould go into Galilee, and be di- 145 
rected to find out Jeſus there, by the fame Spirit, 

* which afterwards aſſured him this was the perſon, 

: when Feſus of his own accord came to him. But the 

5 meek and lowly Jeſus, being yet a private perſon, 

y and not having begun his miniſtry, nor taken 

A upon himſelf his public character; though he knew 

K his own ſuperior dignity, yet acted conſiſtently 

X with himſelf, and gave an inſtance of that piety 

0 and reyerence towards God, which ſhined forth 

. in all other parts of h "life, by. undergoing the 

, tatigue of a journey, on purpoſe to do the greater 

5 honour to a divine inſtitution, This was plainly. 

. the caſe. For the evangeliſt in our text expreſly 

3 ſays; Then cometh Feſus from Galilee to Fordan unto 


Jon, to be baptized of him. Rut, not to ſpend 
longer time upon this circumſtance 9 let us pro- 
Gy, to conſider, 5 5 | 
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This is expreſſed in ver. 14. But Fon forbad him, 
ing, I bade need 10 be baptized of thee';, and comeſt 
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* of tying every line ummand. 5 
Bat it is platn likewiſe; that at firft thought Jan 
was of opinion, there was no need for Jes to be 
baptzed; and that herein he perſiſted, till Jeſus 
welk told him that it was really fitting and pro- 
per, and gave him a ſatisfactory reaſon for it. 

Having thus given ſome account of Jabn's hefi- 
tation, about baptizing a perſon ſo much ſuperior 
to himſelf ; let us now proceed to conſider, 
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III. Chrift's ſatisfaqtory aner ; upon which 
aun ceafed to make any further objeRion': ver. 1 5. 
Al Jeſus anſwering faid unto him, Suffer it io be fo 
now ; for thus it becometh us to ful 2 all ri Sunne. 
7 bet he ſuffered him. 

This anfwer contained, in a friendly manner, 
ſuch good reafons why Feſus ſhould be baptized of 
Yan,” as ſilenced all his objections relating to 

Jeſau's ſuperionity” both in reſpect of holineſs and 
dignity, without giving occaſion to any reflexions, 
as if Feſus owned any want of purification. I ſhall 
therefore, firft, endeavour to ſhew, what our Sa- 
viour meant by fuljilling all Hobteouſneſs : : and then 
the import of his ſaying, zbis beromerh ur; which 
does indeed include a full anfwer to all the o- 
jections Jobm could raiſe, without affording occa- 
fon for any reflexion upon Jai, as if he was de- 
fective in purity. 

1. As to the phraſe, fulſlling al Seien: 
the plain meaning is, diſcharging every duty, 
performing every thing, which the cifcumſtances 
of our condition diſcover to be the will of God 
concerning us, ſubmitting to all his requirements, 
be they What they will. This is} fulfilling all 
righteonſurſs ; the worg righteouſneſs being here 
moſt manifeſtly taken in the largeſt ſenſe, and 
not confined to any TOO kind, as it 7 in 
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6 | CunasT's Judgment concerning the. 1 


ſome other paſſages, where the context ſpecifies 
the particular meaning. 

It is needleſs. to quote paſſages of ſcripture, Y 
where righteouſneſs is ſpoken of in this. general 
ſenſe, as ſignifying a ſerious regard to every in- 
cumbent duty; or to ſhew why this ſerious regard 
is in ſcripture called righteouſneſs. Whoever. has 


read his bible with any tolerable degree of atten- 


tion muſt have met with many paſſages to this 
purpoſe. And the reaſon of uſing the word 
righteouſneſs in this large ſenſe is evident: becauſe 
it is no other than righteous, or juſt and fitting, 
that all perſons ſhould obey every fignification of 
the divine will. 

This univerſal righteouſneſs therefore, of — 5 
our Saviour ſpeaks, in the phraſe of fulfilling all. 
righteosſneſs, muſt neceſſarily include obedience to 
the ſignifications of God's mind about poſitive in- 
ſtitutions. It was the caſe of a poſitive inſtitu- 


tion, that of baptiſm, for the. adminiſtring of 


which John had received a commiſſion from heas, 
ven, which occaſioned our Saviour's ſaying, Thus. 
it becometh. us 10 fulfil. all righteouſneſs. \ And there, 
can indeed be no reaſonable doubt; that if it is 
righteous and juſt, that we acknowledge our de- 
pendence-upon God, and ſubjection to him; if it 
is righteous and juſt, that we avoid injuring his 
creatures, and do them good, from the con- 
ſideration of thoſe relations wherein, God has, 
placed us to them and to himſelf, to. whom we. 
are accountable: for all our conduct: then. it is 
likewiſe vigbieous and juſt, that we obey every 
other ſignification of his mind, though of a poſitive 
nature; every real ſignif tion of his will; not 
what may as ſuch be impoſed upon us, but what- 


ever of this kind docs really. proceed from God, 
himſelf, 


Fine of obeying every divine command. *7 


| Himſelf, © The obeying the divine will herein is 


fulfilling of righteouſneſs : and we do not fulfil all 
righteouſneſs, if we pretend to chooſe for our- 


ſelves, and to ſtick to moral righteouſneſs, in 


the neglect and contempt of poſitive commands. 


Such à neglect and contempt as this, ſuch - 


chooſing and refuſing, at our own will and plea- 
ſure, let us ſupport it in our -n minds by ever 


ſo plauſible reaſons; as for example, the abſolute 


neceſſity of the one, and the manifeſt inferiority 
and ſubſerviency of the other; is manifeſt un- 
righteouſneſs and injuſtice towards God. Tis the 
withdrawing ourſelves from that ſubjection to him, 
which we pretend to acknowledge. * Tis arraign- 
ing him of unrighteouſneſe, in requiring what we 
will not allow to be fitting; and even reproaching 
him of folly and great weakneſs, in not content- 
ing himſelf with thoſe things which we think to 
be ſufficient. We, it ſeems, will be the judges 


of all that is neceſſary, or becoming and ſhit 


able to our condition: and whatever reaſons the 
all- wiſe God may ſee for appointing any thing 
of a ritual nature, thereby ſhewing that, all cir- 
cumſtances conſidered, he judges it proper and 
fitting for his creatures to be ſo employed; yet 
if we, upon barely conſidering the ceremony it- 
ſelf, do find, that in the nature of the thing it is 


not neceſſary to all mankind, in all ages, and in all 
_ circumſtances ; then we, in our great wiſdom, 
will oppoſe ourſelves to the wiſdom and authority 
of God. Or, which is a ſofter and more plauſtble 


way of proceeding; when the proof of a poſitive 
inſtitution ſeems plain, and not eaſy to be evaded; 
how great ſoever be the credibility of thoſe re- 
cords, in which mention is made of ſuch an infti- 
tution, we Will undertake: to ſhew, from abſtract- 
ed conſiderations about the law of nature, that 

a | poſitive 


8 | CunnsT's /4 concerning the- 


poſitive inſtitutions can neither. be neceſſary nor 
fitting, and that conlequently God never did 
1 _ any ſignification of his mind concerning 
e _ This is the method, which ſame have taken to 
1 decry all poſitive inſtitutions at once. And this, 
it muſt be owned, is very conſiſtent with the : 
ſcheme of thoſe, who labour to deſtroy the au. 
thority and influence of all thoſe writings, which 
contain the doctrine of our bleſſed Saviour, and 
the evidences of its divine original- For the ſame 
writings, which aſſure us that Chriſt preached the 
doctrine they contain, and that he performed the 
mighty works which they aſcribe to him, and 
that he roſe from the dead, after he had by 
wicked hands been crucified and lain ; theſe ſame 
writings affure us, that he inſtituted the two ordi- 
nances which go by his name: fo that the ordi- 
nances themſelves do, with reſpect to external 
teſtimony, ſtand upon the ſame foot, as the 
doctrine to which they refer, and which they are 
deſigned to keep alive upon our minds. We 
have as much proof, that Chriſt appointed the in- 
ſtitutions, as that he preached the doctrine. And 
with regard to one of theſe inſtitutions, we are 
aſſured, he did in the moſt ſolemn manner refer 
to the authority and poter, given to him in beaven 
and earth, as the foundation of requiring to be 
therein obeyed. And with regard to the other; 
the near approach of his bitter ſufferings is re- 
corded, as the occaſion of his appointing it to be 
a ſolemn memorial of that affection to the ſoub 
of men, which he ſhewed, in perſiſting, even unto 
death, to preach that doctrine which ſhould lead 
them to everlaſting life. The evangeliſts are as 
credible, in what they record concerning the in- 
ftitutions of Chriſt, as concerning his _— 
er | e 
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The doctrine which they aſcribe to him is; with 
great wiſdom and goodneſs, ſuited to the condition 
of thoſe, for whoſe benefit it was defigned : and 


the inſtitutions are perfectly well ſuited to the 
doctrine. And therefore with me there is no 


doubt, that it is the diſlike, which the enemies of 
chriſtianity have to the doctrine itſelf, which 
makes them ſo eager in objecting againſt its in- 


ſtitutions, with the view of weakening, and by 


degrees deſtroying, the whole ſyſtem. But they 
will never be able to diſprove facts, by reaſoning 
from abſtracted conſiderations. The credit of 
the goſpel hiſtory is too well ſupported, to be ſo 
eaſily overthrown. And as to the abuſe of pofitive 


inſtitutions, which is a mighty topic of declama- 
tion againſt them: that is no more an argument 


againſt the right uſe of them, than ſome mens 
making inſtitutions of their own, and pretending 


to a divine authority, is a proof that God never 


made any inſtirution at all. 

If thoſe who value themſelves for their ſuperior 
abilities would allow themſelves to conſider, that 
the bulk of mankind may even by bodily actions be 
put in mind of what is their real intereſt, and 
their duty in a moral reſpect; if they would but 
own what every man ſees, that the beſt furniſhed 
underſtanding is ſometimes too apt to be off its 
guard, and that it may be uſeful to be put in 
mind even of thoſe things which are acknow- 
ledged to be of importance: then they might by 
degrees be brought to own, that bodily actions 
themſelves, performed at the command of God, 
with an immediate view to moral duty, may be 
uſeful towards exciting to the practice of moral 
duty; and moreover that, for the general good, 
it may be fitting for thoſe to ſubmit to ſuch inſti- 
| Ke So. 
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tutions, who may exceed their neighbours, in re- 
gard of knowledge and real goodneſs. 
Such general reaſonings as theſe are ſufficient 
to ſhew, that it is a raſh thing to condemn all 
politive inſtitutions, as unworthy for. God to ap- 
point, and for men to obſerve. To deny at once 
that there can be any uſefulneſs in them, is to deny 
the common ſenſe of mankind, And to reject 
them becauſe they are only of an inferior and ſub- 
ſervient nature, is, as I have already ſhewn, to 
' reproach the moſt High with folly and unrighte- 
ouſneſs, where the proof of his inſtitutions has 
good evidence on its ſide: it is to chooſe wherein 
we will obey, that is, wherein we will act a uſt 
and righteous part, and wherein we will. not. 
Nay further, it is a downright abſurdity and con- 
tradiction in its own nature, to reject poſitive in- 
ſtitutions on the account of their being only ſub- 
Jervient to moral purpoſes : for if they are at all ſub- 
ent, that is a good reaſon why we ſhould 
obey them. We ought certainly to comply with 
them when required, becauſc they are ſubſervient to 
ſuch. purpoſes : only taking care, that we do not 
ſubſtitute them in the room of thoſe good papa 
which they are deſigned 70. ſulſerve. 

Of all perſons born into the world, none ever 
had ſo fair a ground to refuſe complying with a 
poſitive inſtitution, and particularly with that of 
Jobn's baptiſm, as the bleſſed eus; "eſpecially 
conſidering, that one of the things, which it was 

| deſigned to ſignify to the bulk of thoſe to whom 
it was adminiſtred, was the obligation to reform 
whatever had been amiſs in them, both in heart 
and life. For Fohn not only preached, that be 
kingdom of heaven was at hand; but called upon 
his hearers /o ren, that might be fit _ 
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 fineſi of obeying every divine command. 11 


e- of that kingdom; and baptized thoſe who offered 743 

themſelves, upon their declared repentance; as wh 
nt well as their belief. Now Chrift had no fin to _=—_ 
all repent of; no impurity to waſh away: and there- v0 
p- fore Jobn ſeemed to have a ſtrong reaſon on his Ma 
ce ide, in deſiring to be excuſed from baptizing 74 
ny him: much more might Fefus have omitted to Io 
2 offer himſelf to baptiſm, if modern reaſonings had 14 
b- prevailed with him ; or if he had not ſeen and Lid, 
to acknowledged, that the inſtitution did reach his 1 
e- caſe in the general deſign of it, which was ſuf- 1 1 
8 ficient to command his obedience, We are now bn 
15 therefore naturally led to conſider, 3 19 "lt 
iſt 2. The import of thoſe words of our Saviour, i ; 
t. Fur thus it become thus to fulfil all righteouſneſs. When =o 
n. Chriſt ſays, Thus it becometh us; he includes him- 155 
N- ſelf with others, as bound by the command of 15 
b- God ; and acknowledges, that whatever peculi- | 
þ- arities there were in his caſe, who was ſhortly 6 
Id be declared the Son of God with power, and who never 
th had any fin to repent of; yet as a ſubject of God's 
o dominion in general, obedience became him: 
ot and in this particular affair, his circumſtances were 
„ ſuch as required his obedience to God's commiſſion. 

He had taken upon him the form of a ſervant: and 

ay he conſidered himſelf as born of a woman, and one | 
4 to whom John's preaching the approach of the king- 
of dom of heaven was become known. He knew, that 
y he was to be manifeſted he Son of God and prince 
* of the kingdom of heaven by ſlow degrees, and in 
n a variety of methods; none of which were to take 
m place till he had begun his public miniſtry, Let 
R therefore his real dignity and excellency be ever 
e ſo great: yet as he did believe and acknowledge, 
n that the kingdom of heaven was at hand; and as F 
ts Jobn's commiſſion was to baptize thoſe who pro- 
i FF ta ſo to believe; he was obliged to be bap- 
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| . Cur15T's. judgment concerning the 
| r by him; whereas he could not be obliged 
o repent, as Jobn's hearers in general were, be- 
cauſe he had no ſins to repent of, as they had. 
He had already that purity, Which became zhe 
approaching kingdom of heaven ; and therefore. did 
not want baptiſm on that account. But though 
he did not ſtand in need of baptiſm on any ſuch 
account; yet as he believed and knew the near 
approach. of the kingdom of heaven, and as John was 
ſent to baptize men upon that belief, and upon 
their declared reſolution to live agreeably to it; 
he was really under an obligation to be baptized 
of John. It was rigbieous, that he ſhould own his 
Father's authority in the commiſſion given to his 
ſervant. It became him therefore, great and glo- 
rious as he was: he did not debaſe himſelf by 
ſubmitting to the authority of his heavenly Father; 
how inferior ſoever was the inſtrument, who mi 
niſtred a divine ordinance to him. 
Nor did Jeſus's inſiſting to be baptized of John 
give ground for any reflexion, as if — had really 
ſtood in need of repentance, like the reſt. of thoſe 
who offered themſelves to baptiſm, confaſing their 
fins, The diſcourſe, which paſſed between Jobn 
and. our bleſſed Saviour, cut off any. pretence of 
this kind. For when John affirmed, that as to 
any need of baptiſm, there was more on his ſide, 
notwithſtanding the commiſſion upon which he 
proceded, — there could be on the part of 
Feſus; we find, that Jeſus was far from onde 
that he had any need of it in that reſpect which 
Jobn . and only inſiſted in general, that 
it Was righteouſueſs to hey that inſtitution of God, 
upon certain knowledge that his caſe came within 
e compals of Fabius commiſſion. The meaning 
of which could be only this: that our bleſſed Sa- 
viour was reſolved $0 "_ omit nothing * 


T p 
Za - —— my 2 * Cy N & 
= SS = 22 =, — n — 999 * 8 — lid 
— 2 1 — — — 2 ne. — — Snag _ —— — 
* — — - — — — — — — — — = < 5 & 4 RR, 8 =o . 5 — 
— — - -: — IE. - . HE on 7 9. > J 3 £ ; — SF: > 37 J * 
—— — — — = — Mz 3 R * — * - 

F BENITEZ. ICED — 


x; uh * = = — - 
3 — ——— 
= — — — 2 
a — — — — 


* r 5 3 4 
TT I EY — 
— — —— — 
= 2 


fneſwof obeying every divine command. © 


he was capable of - ſhewing his reverence to a di- 
vine command, if in any one reſpect it reached 


his caſe: which is juſt the reverſe of their acting, 


who if they can by far-fetched reaſoning make 
it probable, that any one argument for enforcing 
a poſitive inſtitution does not intirely reach their 
condition; then all the reſt, though ever ſo plain 
and clear, ſhall ſtand for nothing. g 


Thus I have gone through the particulars, of 


which I propoſed to treat from theſe words. 1 
ſhall now conclude with ſome reflexions. 

1. The whole of our Saviour's conduct in the 
caſe before us  ſhews, that whatever righteouſneſs 


there is in obeying the will of God muſt be found- 


ed in our own act and deed, and not another's for 


us. That this is equally true in poſitive inſtitutions 


and in moral precepts, appears by thoſe words of 
Chriſt, - Thus it becometh us to fulſil all righteouſneſs : 
wherein he manifeſtly includes all inſtances of obe- 
dience to the divine will, and calls that obedience 
in general, without any diſtinction, by the name 
of fulfilling righteouſneſs ; though his particular view 
was to that kind of obedience, which ſome will not 
allow to have any righteouſneſs or goodneſs in it. 
It was rigbteouſneſs in our bleſſed Lord to be bap- 


tized, in obedience to the commiſſion which his 


heavenly Father had given unto Fobn: that is to 
fay, it was a righteous action, it was fitting,” and 
what very well became him> and he declared 'that 


he ſubmitted to baptiſm in that view. But if the 


very fame ceremony had been adminiſtred to our 
Lord Jeſus without his own conſent or knowledges 
he could not have been ſaid therein to have ful- 


_ fledrighteouſneſs, or to have done à righteous attion'; 


becauſe then indeed he had performed no action 
at all, but had been intirely paſlive. —_ 
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thing, which in the caſe before us Chriſt cath the 
doing or fulfilling of righteouſneſs, is his own perſonal ' 


ſubmiſſion to the will of God; who had a right to 


command that ſubmiſſion. And if this thought 
were applied to the caſe of baptiſm, as inſtituted 
by Chriſt himſelf to his diſciples (which St.“ Peter 


obſerves becomes ſalutary, not as it is the putting 


away of the filth of the fleſh, but as it is the anfiver of 


4 good conſcience towards God) it would fave abun- 
dance of diſputing among chriſtians. 

2. If there was in us any thing like that zeal- 
ous deſire to obey every ſignification of the divine 
will, which was in the Son. of God himſelf; we 
ſhould not make one in a thduſand of thoſe trifling 
excuſes, which often keep us from practiſing our 
duty. There is no need to confine myſelf in 
the preſent reflexion, to the caſe of poſitive in- 
ſtitutions. With regard to the whole compaſs of 
= duty, if there was in us that zeal for honour- 

God, which ſhewed itſelf throughout the 
whole conduct of our bleſſed Saviour; we ſhould 


not only be content to go through ſome labour 


and fatigue, but ſhould take delight in it, con- 
ſidering whom we endeavour to honour. What 
our Lord ſaid concerning himſelf in the time of 


his miniſtry, and made good in the whole courſe 
of it, that f it , his meat to do the will of him that 
ent bim, and to finiſh his work ;, was verified parti- 


cularly in the action of coming to Jobn's baptiſm, 


before he took his miniſtry upon him: otherwiſe 


he would not have travelled from Galilee 1 Jordan, 


1% be baptized of Fohn, when it might eaſily have 


been ordered, that John ſhould come to him. 


How many mountainous, inſuperable difficulties 


would have been 1n the oy 1 N er even 


— 


1 Pet. iii. 1. Tok; iv. 34. 
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fitneſs of obeyi ng every div ne command. 1 5 


in caſe they could have no opportunity of coming 


at baptiſm without undertaking a journey? How 


readily would it come into their minds, and how 


ſtrongly would they fix upon it; That there 
« js no real, natural, abſolute. neceſſity in the 
« thing itſelf; that it is but an external obſer- 


* vation at the moſt, and can pretend to nothing 


« more than a ſubſerviency to moral good neſs: 
« and why then ſhould ſo much pains be taken 


«« about a matter of fich a kind, when the prin- 


&« cipal thing to be taken care of, and which 
« this can only. ſet forth, is the guarding our 
% moral conduct? This was not our Lord's 
yy of proceeding: bur as he owned a ſubmiſſion | 

ſitive inſtitutions to be a part of that univer- 


F righteouſueſs, which it becomes us 10 fulfil 3-10 he 


was reſolved to make even that ſubmiſſion in 
ſuch a way, wherein he might moſt glorify the 
author of thoſe inſtitutions. Let us, in imita- 
tion of him, employ an active zeal for the ho- 
nour of God in the whole courſe of our duty; 
left by allowing ourſelves to, neglect it in any one 
* we ſhould at ee come to fail in the 
ole. 

I do not mean, by recommendiog this active 
zeal, that we ſhould, out of a voluntary humility, 
put ourſelves to inconveniencies for the ſake of 
that, which we may as well perform without 
difficulty: J do not mean, that a man ſhould 
ſtreighten himſelf for that which he can eaſily 
come at. But I mean; that if there ſhould - 
ſome difficulties in the way of our acknowledged 
duty; we ſhould, out of the affectionate reverence 


e owe to God, chearfully endure them: and 


much more, that if there be no other difficulties 
than what ariſe from a childiſh irreſolution; we 
| ſhould trample them under foot, and put on 

courage 


16 _ Cur18T's judgment roncerning te 
courage in that which is ſo much our honour, ag 
obedience to our ſupreme governor.” 


© What thine hand findeth to do, ſays the wiſe man; 
ao it with thy might : and there is a <yo*pronounced 
againſt thoſe, rho do the ſervice of the Lord negli. 
gently. And it is certain, that if, inſtead of being 
active and ready to diſcharge our duty, we in- 
dulge flothful inclinations, and ſet up Hons in the 
tbay ; every ſuch inſtance has a ſtrong tendency 
to bring upon us a habit of diſobedience.” Begin 
in what part of acknowledged dury you will, to 
de liſtleſs and negligent; if you encourage ſuch 
beginnings, and go on in that way, univerſal 
diſobedience will be the end of it: whereas if you 
give a ready and chearful obedience to the mind 
_ of God, fo far as you become acquainted with it; 
your knowledge itſelf of the mind of God is in a 
fair way of increaſing, and your good diſpoſition 
with it. If there were no difficulties to be over- 
come, there would be no room for the exerciſe 
of that zeal in the ſervice of God, which is ſo 
acceptable to him : and the greater the difficulties 
are, the more glorious will be the future reward 
of thoſe, who ſtrive againſt them, and become 
victorious; and the higher and nobler will be the 
fatisfa&tion of the mind, even during the preſent 
conflict. e n 
The firſt accounts we have concerning the 
bleſſed Jeſus, after his journey from Galilee to For- 
dan unto Fobn, to be baptized of him, are, that he 
as led of the Spirit into the wilderneſs, to be tempted 
F the devil, and that there he faſted forty days and 
#ehts. But did he upon this turn his back on the 
ſervice he came to undertake? No: notwithſtand- 
ing chis, he preached the approach of. the kingdom 
F heaven: he faithfully explained the mind of 
God, to the indignation of many hypocrites who 
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fitneſs of obeying every divine command. ry 
heard him: he Went about doing good, performing 


many beneficial miracles, -in confirmation of the 


truth of his doctrine: he had the mean while noſettled 


habitation, no place where to lay his head; and often 
in the courſe of his miniſtry narrowly eſcaped the 


rage of thoſe enemies, whom the purity of his 


doctrine raiſed againſt him: and when he had, 
in a courſe of ſome years, ſhewn that it was his 
meat to do the will of him that ſent him, and to finiſh 
bis work; at length he chearfully laid down his 


life, in the fame cauſe in which he had employed 


it; and was in conſequence of this obedience highly 
exalted, and had a name given him, which is above 
every name; Phil. ii. 8, 9. Chriſt found a plea- 
ſure in all his hard ſervices, ſuperior to the hard- 
ſhips themſelves. And fo ſhall we, if we ſerve 
God with diligence according to our ability. 
For the joy that was ſet before him, he endured the 
croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame ;, and is ſet down at the right 
hand of the throne of God : Heb. xii. 2. And it be- 
comes us, according to the good advice in the 
next verſe, 10 conſider him who endured ſuch contra- 
ation of ſinners againſt himſelf, left we be wearied and 
faint in our minds, But | | 

3. We have it from the mouth of our Sa- 
viour himſelf, that it is a fulfilling of righteouſneſs 
to be found in the practice of poſitive inſtitutions: 
and this his declaration is in a moſt remarkable 
inſtance confirmed by his practice. And ſhall 
not the concurrence of his judgment and practice 
ſway with us more than the abſtracted reaſonings 
of opinionated men? Shall not 4is obedience to a 
divine commiſſion, executed by a perſon ſo much 
beneath him as John the baptiſt, induce us to 


_ obey the commiſſion which God gave to Feſus 


himſelf? John was ſent of God to preach the ap- 
D proach 
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18 CunrisT's judgment concerning the 
proach of the kingdom of heaven, and to call upon 
_ to repent, that they might be fit ſubjects of 


But Fefus had all power given unto him in heaven 
— earth : and the whole government of this ſpi- 


ritual kingdom was lodged in him. By virtue of 


this power, he not only ordered his ſervants 20 go 
and preach the doctrine he had taught them; but 
likewiſe to baptize the diſciples they made, in the 
name of the Father,” the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt. Did 
Feſus therefore ſubmit to John's baptiſm, as an 
act of obedience: to God, and account himſelf 
herein 20 be fulfuling righteouſneſs, though he had 
no need of repentance, and could only hereby teſti- 
fy his belief that the kingdom of heaven was at band, 
and that he was determined to live agreeably to 
the holy deſign of it? And ſhall we excuſe our- 
ſelves from being baptized in obedience to his 
command, out of a pretence that there is no 
righteouſneſs, nothing really good in ſuch obedi- 
ence; when the authority of God is viſibly con- 
cerned i in the inſtitution, and when the ordinance 
itſelf is deſigned for our ee advantage, and 


well calculated for that purpoſe? What will ſuch 


reaſoning naturally end in? Will it not end in 
diſclaiming intirely Chriſt's authority over us, and 
in caſting contempt upon all his declarations of 
the divine will? If in this preſent caſe Chriſt hath 
not ſaid the truth; if the obeying of poſitive in- 
ſtitutions is really no fulfilling of righteouſneſs ; why 
ſhould we believe him who affirms that it is, in 
any thing elſe which he affirms? But if we be- 
lieve him, while he ſays, Thus it becometh us to ful- 
fil all righteouſneſs, including ritual inſtitutions, and 
with an immediate regard | to them : then his own 
inſtitutions in particular will ſurely claim our reve- 


rent regard. ; — ſince by his coming all 
s other 


5 


fit neſs of obeying every divine command. 19 
other ſchemes and methods of religion are ſuper- 
ſeded. © EP i 


In poſitive inſtitutions, the mere will of the 
law-giver, conſidering who the law-giver is, is a 


ſufficient reaſon for the ſubject's obedience. It is 
this which makes it righteouſneſs to comply 3 and 
unrighteouſueſs, that is, immorality, to refuſe obe- 
dience. If there be good proof of a divine inſti- 
tution, good proof that God requires us to uſe 
z certain rite or ceremony, though in our eyes 


ever ſo mean, and though we ourſelves are not 


let into the deſign of it; yet to refuſe compliance 
in ſuch a caſe, is downright diſobedience, and a 
violation of God's authority; which is as certainly 
immorality, though of a different kind, as the 
breaking what we uſually call a moral precept. 
For though we can abſtractedly conceive of things 
as being good and right, without immediate re- 
gard to any ſignification of God's will concerning 
them; yet there is in reality nothing fit or juſt 
for us to do, but what becomes ſo by means of 
God's diſpoſing things in that order, from which 
the ſeveral relations and obligations in life ariſe. 
It was he, who placed us in thoſe relations to him- 
ſelf and to each other, which naturally call for the 
diſcharge of ſuch and ſuch duties. Natural reli 


gion therefore, under the notion of which ſome 


would pretend to exclude ritual inſtitutions, and 


every thing that belongs to revelation; natural 
religion itſelf, I ſay, ſupports thoſe inſtitutions; 


and teaches us to attend to all ſignifications of 
the mind of that ſupreme Being, by whoſe will 


and pleaſure we are what we are, and from whoſe 


voluntary act in our creation ariſe our relations to 
himſelf and to the other beings about us. From 


whence it follows; that he who will diſpute againſt 
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20 _CnrrsT's judgment concerning the 
a ritual precept, when there is good evidence that 
it procedes from God; he who will refuſe compli- 
ance with it from the conſideration that it has in 
tſelf no intrinſic goodneſs, and is only ſubſervient 
to ſomething of a higher nature; can have no 
real, no ſerious regard to thoſe things themſelves, 
which are confeſſed to be of a higher nature. It 
is plain at leaſt, that he cannot follow the rules of 
morality conſidered as divine precepts, whatever 
he may reaſon in his own mind concerning the na- 
tural fitneſs and order of things. He excludes the 
views of God out of his thoughts. He is not at 
all induced to do any thing morally good, from 
the conſideration that it becomes his duty by vir- 
tue of the ſtation wherein God has placed him. 
He only conſiders that here he is; not who ſent 
him, or how he came hither: he ſees a number 
of beings like himſelf; and owns that, for the 
mutual good of himſelf and them, it is fit to be 
employed in ſuch and ſuch offices. Now ſo far 
as this method of reaſoning will go, it is good: 
but it will not. reach all caſes. Nor will any con- 
ſideration ſecure our fteady and univerſal regard, 
even to moral offices among men, but that of a 
ſupreme diſpoſer; much leſs can we diſcharge any 
moral duty towards God, if we exclude him out 
of our thoughts : and ſurely that reverence, that 
love, that truſt and confidence, and that humble 
obedience, which by the very frame of our na- 
tare we owe to our maker, are as much moral 

duties, as any we owe to our fellow-creatures. 
Now do but bring the conſideration of God 
into morality, and you cannot exclude a regard 
to any ſignification of his mind; you muſt ac- 
knowledge, that it is fitting to obey his poſitive 
inſtitutions, from the aſſurance, that he who has 
diſpoſed 


_ Uiſpoſed all things ſo 


fitneſs of obeying every divine command. 2 ? 


ledgment of God in the duties of morality na 
rally leads to. And the rejecting God's ackoriry 
in poſitive inſtituttons does certainly tend to drive 
ol of the thoughts all regard to a divine Being, 
as having made ſuch things our duty which we 
think unworthy of our regard. 

When there is good evidence of a poſitive inn 
tution as proceding from God, we ſhould, I ſay, 


thus argue about it: So wiſe and Juſt, ſo good 


« and gracious, is that God who "hiv thus or- 
«© dained; that he never could have appointed 


this action to be done, if he had not ſeen good 
” reaſon for it, if he did not know it fitting and 


good for us to be ſo employed, though we our- 
„ ſelves cannot penetrate into the deſign,” = 


But how much more than this have we to ſay for 


our complying with thoſe two inſtitutions, which 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by authority from God, 


has enjoined ? ſince in ſeveral parts of the New 


Teſtament the end and defign of both thoſe ordi- 
nances is ſo largely ſet forth, and fo plainly ſhewn 
to be calculated for confirming within us good re 
ſolutions, and aſſiſting us to mortify all evil in- 
clinations? Does not the very being Baptiued into 
the name of the Father, the Son, and the holy Ghoſt, 


upon our profeſſion of this faith in -Chriſt, de- 


clare to the world our reſolution to adhere to that 
holy religion, which contains the mind of God 
the Father, publiſhed to mankind by the Son, and 
confirmed by miracles and gifts of the holy Ghoſt ? 


Does not St. Paul expreſly declare to the Romans, 


chap. vi. 4. that 7berefore we are buried with Chriſt 
| een 


perfectly well in other re- 

„ would ordain nothing but what is good 
and fit for us, whether we ſee the fitneſs or not. 
This is the reaſoning, which a hearty e 
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22 .\CuRr18T's judgment concerning the 
by baptiſm into death; that like as Chriſt was raiſed 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even ſo alſo 
we wall in-newneſs of life? And can any man 
deny, that there is a fitneſs in the ordinance itſelf, 
to repreſent what is here declared to be the de- 
ſign of it? Then as to the Lord's ſupper: who 
can read Chriſt's own inſtitution of it, and con- 
ider the circumſtances of the time when it was in- 
ſtituted, which was juſt before his ſuffering deatn 
for perſiſting in that ſalutary doctrine which he 
had taught, without ſeeing, that Chriſt requeſted 
his followers to commemorate in that holy ſupper 
the breaking of his body and the ſnedding of his 
blood for the remiſſion of their ſins, to the end 
that thereby they might confirm their reſolutions 
of adhering to that holy religion for which he ſuf- 
fered, and which he had aſſured them was the 
way to everlaſting life? When Chriſt ſays, Do 
this in remembrance of me; what is it he calls us ſo 
immediately 70 remember, as his death? And what 
was it, for which the Fews put him to death? 
Was it not for preaching the doctrine, which 
ſhould lead us unto life? When he calls his blood 
repreſented by the cup, he blood of the new cove- 
nant; does not this plainly import, that he would 
have us remember our own part in that covenant, 
which is ratified in his blood, as well as his grace in 
mediating for us? There is a fitneſs in this ordi- 
nance likewiſe, as well as in the other, to ſet forth 
to our minds what is declared to be the deſign of it: 
and there is undoubtedly a fitneſs in ordering the 
celebration of it to be repeated; becauſe our obli- 
gations to Chriſt our inſtructor and redeemer are 


ſo apt to wear off from our minds: agreeably to 1 
which Chriſt himſelf ſays, Do this as off as ye do it, : 


in remembrance of me; and St. Paul adds, That as 
often 


ſhew the Lord 9 death till he come. 1 Cor. xi. 
264 2095017 POR POS E 2 
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With regard therefore to both the - ordinances 


of the chriſtian, diſpenſation ; inſtead of rejecting 


them becauſe they can only be ſubſervient to moral pur. 


oſes, we ought. to practiſe them becauſe they are ſo 


well calculated for ſerving ſuch purpoſes. Inſtead of 


rejecting them, we ought to be thankful for them; 
thankful to the goodneſs of 'God, who has thus 
conſidered our infirmities, and provided a help 
for them. Thoſe who have been baptized at the 
command of Chriſt ought to remember, that 
thereby they took upon themſelves an engage- 
ment to maintain the doctrine which Jeſus taught, 
and to live a life agreeable to it, in mortifying all 
ſinful affections; and be thankful to him, who 
gave them occaſion by ſuch an engagement to 


take the greater care, that they might not be over- 


come. by ſin. Thoſe who partake of the Lord's 
ſupper ſhould every time they return to it, and 
frequently beſides, remember that the deſign of 
it is to endear their Redeemer to them, and to 
quicken their reſolution of living agreeably to that 
holy doctrine, which he ſealed with his blood: 
and they ſhould be thankful for returning oppor- 
tunities of calling to mind what otherwiſe they 
might be too apt to forget. And thoſe who have 
never complied with either of theſe inſtitutions 
. ſhould conſider, that how much ſoever ſome have 
abuſed them, yet they are the appointments of 
God ; and are ſo contrived, that they themſelves 
may, if it be not their own fault, receive ſpiritual 
advantage by them; and that this ſpiritual advan- 
tage is the very deſign of the inſtitutions them- 
ſelves, And finally they ſhould remember, that 
1 ” where 
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21 Enxrs r' judgment cencerning tbe 
where men indulge the humour of diſputing, 
From abſtracted confiderations, againſt poſitive pre. 
cepts which are attended with good evidence of a 
divine authority, there is no ſecurity but that they 
may in time caſt off the authority even of moral 
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DISCOURSE II. 
Bapriſi deſigned for all who profes 
chriſtianity. 


ACTS XXII, 16. 


And now why tarrief thou? Ariſe, and be baptized: 


and waſh away thy fins, calling on the name of the 
Lord. 


HESSE are the words of Auauias to Saul, 
upon hearing from his own mouth, that 
he was convinced of the divine authority 
of Chriſt's doctrine, which he had perſecuted in 
its profeſſors. A more particular account of the 
means of Saus converſion is related by the hiſto- 
rian, in the ninth chapter, than in this wherein is 
our text. But in both chapters we find; that 


when he had been convinced, by the viſion of 


Chriſt himſelf from heaven, and by hearing from 
his own mouth, that it was he who looked upon 
nimſelf as perſecuted, in the perſon of his ſuffer- 
ing ſervants z and when, by the circumſtances in 
which he found himſelf, he ſaw that he had been 


oppoſing a doctrine which was ſupported by di- 


vine authority: he aſked, of Zeus, in a very hum- 
ble frame of mind, Lord, whet wilt thou have me 
10 do; and received orders to go into Damaſeus, 


with an SO that there he ſhould receive in- 
formation. 
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ws Baptilm defigned Fl all 


formation. And when he came thither ; the Gf 


thing he was directed to do, by the mouth of 


Ananias, who proved his divine miſſion to him, 


by miraculouſly reſtoring him from blindneſ,, 

was to take on him, by baptiſm, the profeſſion of 
that chriſtian faith, which he had — cuted, and 
which he now found to be of divine original. In 
our text this is ſet forth more ſtrongly, than in 


the ninth chapter. For as ſoon as Ananias had 


heard from Saul's mouth the account of his con- 
verſion, and the orders he had received to go into 
the city, there to hear what he was to do, had 
reſtored him to his ſight, and had told him of the 
ſervice, which his perſecuted Saviour expected from 
him; he ſeemed almoſt to correct himſelf for 
having ſpent fo much time in diſcourſing with 
him, * exhorting him to be baptized ; or at 
leaſt to blame Saul, for waiting ſo long, after a 


full conviction of the divine authority of Chriſt's 
doctrine, without being baptized into the profeſſion 
of it. And now why tarrieſt thou? Ariſe, and be 


baptized : and waſh away thy fins, calling on the name 


of the Lord. 


In diſcourſing on this text I 3 after ex- 
plaining ſome 'of the words and Phraſes in it, 


to I hew, 


J. That bapriſes has, throughout the New Teſta 
ment, excepting the fingle caſe. of our Lord's 
own baptiſm, a view to W and turning 


from ſin. 


II. That this ordinance was ; Soknbd to exhibit 
the hope of the pardon of ſin, to all thoſe, who 


in the p or their hearts ſnould comply 


with 1 it. 


III. That 
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100 profeſs chriſtianity. „ 
III. That the baptiſm, which Chriſt inftituted 
after his reſurrection, denotes a perſonal profeſſion 
of believing his doctrine, and reſolving to be 
guided by it. 105 m1 f 40-002 


TV. That it is the mind of Chriſt, that all 
thoſe, in every age of the church, who are con- 
vinced of the truth and divine authority of his 
doctrine, ſhould by baptiſm take on themſelves 
the profeſſion of it. W 8 . get 


In explaining the text let us, in the firſt place, 
aſk ourſelves what Ananias meant, when he called 
upon Saul to be baptized. I am here enquiring 
into the external action itſelf ; what the action 
was, which, Anamas required of Saul, when he 
exhorted him 0 be baptized. Was it to have 
a little water ſprinkled, or poured upon him: or was 
it to be wholly immerſed in water? Sprizkling, 
and pouring, and plunging, are three very different 
actions, though all of them performed with the 
uſe of water: and accordingly they are in the New 
Teſtament, as well as in other books written in the 
fame language, expreſſed by quite different words. 
Of theſe words, gig conſtantly ſignifies, in the 
New Teſtament, to dip or plunge z if we may be 


allowed to explain thoſe general paſſages, wherein 


no circumſtances are particularly mentioned; by 
others which are very plain and clear; which 
in all reaſon we ought to do. And it is the uſe 
of the word in the New Teſtament, that we are 
to be guided by, even in caſe there ſhould, a- 
mong very * numerous inſtances aut of other au- 

E2. thors 
7 For a proof of very numerous inſtances, wherein the 
word gi is, upon a vaſt variety: of occaſions, uſed by 


other authors to ſignify immerſion, the reader may conſult Dr. 
Gale's reflexions on Mr. Wal!'s hiſtory of infant-baptiſm ; 


Lett. iii, iv, and v. 
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28 Buprifin dige for al 


thors: to the ſame purpoſe, be ſome, wherein it 


may ſeem to mean or include other applications 
of water to the body. Now the conſtant regular 
uſe of this word, in the New Teſtament, to ſig- 


nify immenſſon, is a ſufficient teſtimony, that the 


other actions, of ſprinkling or pouring, are quite 
out of the caſe, where baprizing is ſpoken of, 
Beſides what is mentioned concerning Fobn the 
baptiſt, his baptizing multitudes in the river Jordan; 
Mar. i. 5. and his baptizing in Enon near to Salim, 
becauſe there was much water there; Joh. iii. 23. 
and his baptizing Jeſus himſelf +:5 Toy Iod d, into 
Jordan, as it is emphatically expreſſed, Mar. i. 
in conſequence of which the evangeliſt tells us in 
the next verſe, that Feſus came up out of the Water : 
beſides theſe things, I ſay; the meaning of our 
Lord in his inſtitution of baptiſm is very clear, 
from that diſtinct account which is given us of 
Philip's baptizing the eunuch, and from the apoſtle 
Paul's deſcribing of baptiſm by a burial. 
The caſe of the eunuch is thus recorded, 
Act. viii. 38, 39. They went down both into the 
water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized 
hum. And when they were come up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip. There is 
no accounting for ſuch words as theſe,” if baptiſm 
could be ſuppoſed to conſiſt in /prinkling a few 
drops of water, or even pouring a larger quantity, 
upon ſome part of the body. Philip need not 
have gone down himſelf : however he would have 
ſhewn more reſpect to zbe treaſurer of the queen of 
Ethiopia, than to give him the trouble of going 


down into the water: and for the ſame reaſon, be- 


yond all queſtion (to mention a caſe where the 
fame outward ceremony was performed) Jabn the 


baptiſt would have prevented | his Lord and Fn 
| om 
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from going doum into the” water, if that had not 


been neceſſary to baptiſm. 
The other caſe ] juſt now kintad- at, is the 


_ reaſoning of an inſpired apoſtle upon the manifeſt 


likeneſs between bapti/m and a burial, and the de- 
ſign of the inſtitutor, that his ordinance of bap- 


tiſm ſhould hold forth this likeneſs. It is in the 
words of the apoſtle Paul, Rom. vi. 4. Therefore - 


we are buried with him by baptiſm into death; that 
like as Cbriſt was raiſed up from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, even ſo wwe alſo ſhould wall in newneſs of 
life. And again, Col. ii. 12. Buried with him in 
baptiſm. There is no need of ſpending much time 


upon theſe texts: for there is no likeneſs between 
the burial of a body and the ſprinkling or pouring of 


a few drops of water upon the face: but there is 
a great and an evident likeneſs between a burial 


in the earth, and putting the whole body under 


water. And this likeneſs is the very reaſon 1 
occaſion of the alluſion. 

Now from ſuch texts' as theſe, the meaning 
whereof is clear and obvious, we ought to form 
our judgment concerning others, which: are not 
ſo particular. For it is not enough to argue 3 
that ſome places in the New Teſtament mention 
ce bapiiſm in general, without any particular cir- 


cumſtances; therefore poſſibly it might be 


« ſprinkling or pouring.” The argument indeed 
turns quite the contrary way, and ſtands thus 2 


The word #aptize primarily and properly ſigni- 
* ſignifies 2 dip; and we have reaſon to believe 
* Chriſt would have his inſtitutions eaſily under. 


« ſtood : and further, there is not one place in 

the whole New Teſtament, where the circum» 

** ſtances prove that baptiſm was performed 2 
h 


* ſprinkling or pouring; but there are many, w 


the Ercumſſances prove that baptiſm is cipping 2 
S therefore 
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« therefore wherever baptiſm is mentioned in the 
New Teſtament, 1 it * to be underſtood of 


C72 dipping. #3:2 552453 13 
This ſhort account ſhall: 5 for eg 
the meaning of the word | baptized; becauſe my 
principal view is to enquire-into the deſign of the 
ordinance, both with regard to the things it is to 
hold forth, and its TORO uſe in the pris 
church. | 
When Ananias in our text exhorts Saul to waſh 
away bis fins; it is plain that he alludes to that 
waſhing of ths fleſh, which is the outward action in 
_ baptiſm. And though the expreſſion is plainly 
figurative, becauſe it cannot be ſuppoſed, that 
Anamas believed, the putting of SauPs body under 
water could waſh away the fins, with which his 
mind was chargeable : yet there is enough in this 
expreſſion to ſignify ; that Saul, in ſubmitting to 
Chriſt's ordinance” of baptiſm, "muſt virtually ac- 
knowledge, that he had /ius from which he wanted 
to be delivered; that he was deſirous to get rid 
both of the burden and the power of them ; and 
moreover, that in this obedience to Chriſt, he en- 
tertained the hope of forgiveneſs, as well as pro- 
feſſed a reſolution to forſake ſin for the future. 
The obedience to Chriſt in this ordinance, and 
the entertaining of hope through him, are clearly 
ſet forth in the laſt phraſe in the text, calling on the” 
name of the Lord. The Lord here mentioned, is 
Jeſus, whom Saul had been perſecuting. And 
when Ananias exhorted him to be baptized, calling 
on tbe name of the Lord; he plainly ſignified, that 
in baptiſm he was to acknowledge Jeſus for his 
Lord and Maſter, whoſe inſtructions he ſhould 
always be ready to obey, as the rule of his life 


and * and through whom he was to 2 
- : | p 
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for the forgiveneſs of his ,/azs, from which in his 
| bapginy: he deſired to be waſhed and cleanſed. 

Having premiſed this brief explication of the 
expreſſions in DF bert; I ſhall now from it take 
are to e e e 


I That. bap fn has, 5 e —_ 


New 3 — excepting the ſingle caſe of our 
Lord's own baptiſm, a view to repentance and 


turning from ſin. 
This turning from ſin [ have already obs 


to be one of the things ſignified in that figurative 


expreſſion in the text, waſhing away of ſins. For 
if the perſon to be baptized had no ſenſe of 
being guilty of fin, he could have no reaſon to 
deſire to be cleanſed. from it. But all that I here 


propoſe from the text is, only thence to take occa- 


lion of obſerving, that throughout the New Telta- 


ment, excepting the ſingle caſe of our bleſſed 


Saviour, baptiſm bears a view to repentance and 


turning from ſin. And this obſervation we ſhall 


find to be of great importance, towards proving 
the perpetual uſe of baptiſm in the chriſtian 


church, with regard to every member received 


into it: ſince no perſon can folemnly recognize 
Chriſt as his Lord and Saviour, through whom 
he hopes for the forgiveneſs of fin, but who ac- 
knowledges that he is guilty of ſin, and therefore 
ſands in need of a faviour ; as I make no doubt 


all men do, even though brought up under the 


beſt inſtructions and examples of chriſtian parents: 
and this acknowledgment of fin, and reſolution 
to forſake it, are conſtantly and very ſignificantly 
held forth by baptiſm. 

Nothing is more plain, than that theſe things 


were held forth in the e of TP our 


* 
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Lord's forerunner. He began his i with "= 
an exhortation hereunto; Matt. iii. 2. \Repent ye, © 


g Himfelt was 3 221 ſnould be far from affirming, that 


for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. And in ver. 6, 


we are told, in conſequence” hereof, that the mul- 
titude were baptized of him in Jordan, confeſing their 


fins z which confeſſion, in purſuance of the preaching 
of repentance, muſt include the declared reſolution 
of forſaking what they confeſſed to be amiſs in 
them. There is, as has been already obſerved, 
ſomething in the very action of baptiſm, which 
bears a ſignificant and proper alluſion to the put- 
ting away from us thoſe evils, of which we there. 


In acknowledge ourſelves guilty. And this was 
the thing to which Jobs the baptiſt exhorted the 


 Pews; fincerely to turn from the evils they were 
guilty of. He did not, in exhorting them 10 re- 


Tent, call upon them to leave the religion in 


which they had been trained up; but to turn 


from the fs, of which they had been guilty while 


they profeſſed it. The near approach of ;the hing. 
dom of God, or kingdom of heaven, that kingdom of 


righteoufneßs and truth, which God was about to 
eſtablifi among men by the Meſſiah, was the view, 


with which they were thus 0 put away their /ins, 


that they might be fit ſubjects of that heavenly 

dom. However, repentance itſelf was abſo. 
lutely infiſted on in Jobn's baptiſm. And ac- 
cordingly his baptiſm is called by the evangeliſt 


Mark, chap. i. 4. * the. -baptiſin of ee unto the 


rem 72 of fins. 
mentioned very juſtly the caſe of our Lord 


Feſus as an exempted e. He confeſſed no ſins, 


becauſe he had no ſins to confeſs. And if any 
man now, in the full eſtabliſhment of the goſpel 


| in gdom, can prove himſelf as Holy, © harmileſs, un- 


fea und ſeparate from finners, as our bleſſed Lord 


he. 


F 
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this caſe of the bleſſed Jeſus; that though Job's 


exhortation to repentance did not belong to him, 


and therefore he was not baptized with that view; 
yet he thought it his duty to obey ſo much of 
Jobn's commiſon, as did belong to him ; which 
was to be baptized in token of believing- the 


doctrine preached by Fobn, that the kingdom" of 


heaven was at hand, that kingdom which required 
purity in all its members. To all others beſides 
Jeſus himſelf, John's baptiſm was be lain of 
repentance for the remiſſion of fans. | 

So likewiſe was that baptiſm, which was as 
miniſtred in the name of Feſus himſelf, during the 
time of his own miniſtry, John the evangeliſt 
tells us, chap. iv. 1. that Jeſus made and baptized 
more diſciples than Fohn the baptiſt 3 who yet bap- 
tized vaſt numbers of nod in the wilderneſs 


and in other places. And what was the exhorta- 


tion, upon which the people came into this bap- 
tim of Jeſus? It is mentioned Mar. i. 14, 15. 


Jeſus came into Galilee, preaching the goſpel of the 


kingdom of God, and ſaying ;, the time is fulfilled, and 
. kingdom of God is at hand; repent ye, and believe 
the goſpel, Here, we fee, our Lord required of 
thoſe who would be baptized as his diſciples, be- 
tore his ſolemn inſtitution of baptiſm at his reſur. 
rection, that they ſhould repent, that is, turn from 
the love and practice of every ſin, in this view of 
the near approach of that kingdom, which he Was 
about to ſet up, - +: 

And it is caly to ſee, that the baptiſm which 
Jeſus inſtituted at the eſtabliſhment of this kings 
dom, which was upon his reſurrection from the 
dead, When he was I drelarel. 70 be "lhe: * 


1 5. 2e be 2 6 
he: ought 10 repent, or to be baptized. in hope of 
"the remiſſon of fius., But it is very obſervable, in 
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Gad, carried in it the ſame view to repentance, + 
and included virtually the profeſſion of that repent- 

ance, in every perſon: baptized, as a neceſſary 
| een to become a ſubject of that kingdom. 
Dur Lord commanded his apoſtles, Mar. xvi. 
15, 16. 10 go forth into all the world,” and to preach 
Ihe goſpel to every creature; promiſing, that be who 
beheveth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved. And in 
Matt. xxviii. he bade them diſciple all nations, bap- 
tizing them into the name of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghoſt. Now hereupon I would aſk any 
man = 3 has read the New Teſtament ; whether 
it is not an eſſential, and very conſiderable part of 
this geſpel of Chriſt, that they who truly repent of 
Moe. ſins ſhall be forgiven; whether this forgiveneſs = 
is not a conſiderable part of the ſalvation promiſed; 
whether forgiveneſs is promiſed in the goſpel to 
any other than thoſe who repent; and whether 
every individual perſon without exception, who is 
required to believe the goſpel, has not ſome {us 
to repent of, and for which he ſtands in need of 
forgiveneſs? If theſe things be ſo: then repentance 
is included in the very belief of the goſpel ; and 
no perſon becomes a diſciple of Chrift, who does 
not repent of fin, and acknowledge his * of 70 
in the character of a Saviour. 

- Repentance and faiib do dend contain two 
diſtinct ideas. Tet it is plain, that there is no 
aith in Feſus, no receiving him in the characters 
in which he is ſet forth in the New T eſta, 
ment, without repentance, and a humble applica- 
tion to the mercy of God for the forgiveneſs of 
fins, through his interpoſition. And accordingly 
our Lord himſelf, when he 9pened the underſtanding 

of his diſciples, that they might underſtand the ancient 
feriptures, which teſtified of him, ſpoke of repentance 


and rain of fins, as a * eminent part at wa 
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of that goſpel; which ſhould be preached in his name 


in all nations, begining at Feruſalem, Luke xxiv. 47. 
And to mention it at preſent only by the bye: 


can any man be ſo abſurd as to imagine; that re- 
penlance and remiſſion of fins were 1o be preached in all 


nations, with the view, that the firſt converts only 


ſhould repent of their ſins and be forgiven, and that 


their poſterity ſhould have no forgiveneſs, nor any 
room for repentance? If the poſterity of the firſt con- 
verts would have any {ins to repent of, and any need 


of pardon from God: then the ordinance of 


tiſm would be as well ſuited to them, and would 
appear to be as much deſigned for them, as for 
their parents; though probably, by the benefit of 
a chriſtian education, they might be ſinners in a 
lower degree. However, they would be ſuch as, 

if ever they embraced the goſpel of Chriſt, ought 
from the very tenor of that goſpel; to reſtify their 
ſincere repentance for ſin, and their reſolution to for- 
ſake it, which are part of the yy held forth? in 


Chriſt's inſtitution of baptiſm. 


This reſolution to forſake lin, which i * a vir- 
tual acknowledgment that we are guilty, and 
are lorry and aſhamed of the fins we have com. 
mitted,” the apoſtle Paul declares to be the very 


deſign of baptiſm : and declares it in ſuch a mar- 


ner, as to ſnew, that all thoſe without exception, 
who are baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, do by their bap- 
tim folemnly profeſs it. For he ſpeaks of _— 
tiim as defigned to repreſent! to the world, 
being dead © with Chriſt, and | raiſed up uu — 
dead to fin, and. raiſed to a new life, —— is, a life of 
holineſs. And he appeals to the converted Ra- 
mans, that this hey new to be the very deſign of 
the action of baptiſm, conſidered as the burial of a 
n my andthe riſing from that burial, as a rh. 
F 2 |  retlion 
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rectian to life. Rom. vi. 3, 4. Know ye not, that 
% many of us as were baptized mio Feſus Chriſt, that 
is, into the profeſſion of his goſpel, were baptized 
into bis death? Therefore. we are buried with him by 
. baptiſm into death ; that like as Chriſt was raiſed up 
From-the dead by the | glory of the Father, even ſo we 
 alfo ſhould walk in bes F life. This declared re- 
ſolution, of ching unto ſin, and leading 4 new 
-tife of righteouſneſs and holineſs, is made to be 
the very thing deſigned to be repreſented i in bap- 
tiſm: and what is this ing unto fin, and walking in 
'newneſs of life, other than a true and ſincere re- 
pentance; a genuine and effectual turning away 
Dein ſins of every kind? 
Something of this kind we have ſeen, belongs 
to baptiſm, as its firſt and neareſt view, in all the 
_ Tepreſentations throughout the New Teſtament: 
in the baptiſm of Fohn; in that of Jeſus, while 
| he; like his forerunner, preached only be approach 
of the kingdom: of heaven; and in that of the ſame 
Feſus, inſtituted ſolemnly by him, after his reſur- 
rection, which was the eſtabliſhment of his king- 
dom. And this thought I hope to improve, 
when -I come to ſbew; that all perſons, in ever 
age of the chriſtian church, who would ode 
themſelves ſubjects of Chriſt's kingdom, ought to 
take that. profeſſion en them by being baprized 


in his name. 
In the mean time give 1 me leave to obſerve, 


fron! {hat has been already ſaid; that ſuch ex- 
hortations as that in the text, /o be baptized, or 10 

waſh away ſins, calling on the name of the Lord, or as 
it is expreſſed, A. ii. 38. 0 repent, and to be bap- 
tized in the name of Feſus Chriſt for the remiſſion of 
ns, are not, according to the tenor of the New 
T cltament, to be confined to outrageous perſecu- 


tors, 


2 


ſinners, mentioned in that ſecond chapter of the 
Ads, who had imbrucd their hands in the blood 
of Chriſt. They properly belong to all thoſe, in 
any age of the church, who have ſins 10 repent of, 
and who, by the good providence of God, come 
to the hearing of Chriſt's goſpel. Nor is there 
any difference between the one and the other, ex- 
cepting that ſome are greater ſinners than others, 
according to the circumſtances, with which their 
ſins are more or leſs aggravated. If none but 
ſuch as the murderers of Chriſt, or ſuch great 
ſinners as perſecuting Saul in our text, were to be 


baptized in the view of remiſſion of ſins: then the 


commiſſion of our Lord, to baptiæe thoſe in every 
nation, who were made diſciples, by being induced 
to embrace his goſpel, would have been to very 
little purpoſe: and then likewiſe, there would be 
no force in that declaration of the apoſtle Paul, 


that dying unto ſin, and walking in newneſs of life, are 


the very things deſigned to be repreſented in the 
action of baptiſm: or elſe, we muſt be reduced to 


"who profeſs chriftianity. 37 


' tors, ſuch as Saul in the text, 0050 thoſe heinous 


the abſurdity of affirming, that the greateſt part 


of thoſe, who are made acquainted with the goſ- 
pel, ſtand in no need of the mercy of it for the 
pardon of their ſins. ARES WEIR © 
It was indeed very fitting, both with regard to 
the murderers of Chriſt, and to ſuch perſons as 


perſecuting Saul, that particular mention ſhould 


be made to them of the repentance expected from 
them, and of the joyful views of remiſion which. 
baptiſm contains, not excluding the greateſt ſin- 


ners. But if the inſtitution of baptiſm, did not, 


according to the mind of Chriſt, contain in itſelf 
this joyful view of remiſſion; it could not have been 
applied to theſe extraordinary ſinners, any more 
7 than 


8 
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than to ſuch as have ſinned in a lower degre 
But we find, in many places of the New Tes. 
ment, that as reformation of heart and life is ex- 
ed from thoſe, who are baptized in obedience 
to Chriſt's inſtitution; fo. the hope of remiſſion is 
deſigned to go along with the u of bap- 
tiſm, in all who faithfully ſubmit to ir. And this 
is what I propoſe now to ſhew : via. | 


II. That baptiſm i deſigned to exhibit the 
hope of the pardon of fin to all thoſe, who in 
the fincerity of vs hearts, N with that 
inſtitution. 
I have, indeed, in a great meaſure, prevented 
| myſelf here: becauſe I could not well avand ſome- 
times mentioning repentance and remiſſion together, 
as'they are frequently mentioned together in the 
New Teftament.. However, the” remiffion of fins, 
as annexed to the faithful compliance with Chriſt's 
ordinance of baptiſm, deferves a diſtinct confidera- 
tion. I ſee no reaſon to doubt, that in our text, 
te obtaining of the remiſſion of ſins, as well as 
the putting them from him by true repentance, 
were deſigned by Auanias, when he exhorted Saul 
to waſh. away bis fins in baptiſm. And indeed, if 
repentance and remiſſion of fins were not ſo often men 
rioned together in the New Teſtament as they are: 
yet conſidering what kind of a Being he is, whom 
we ſerve, I ſhould conclude; that wherever he re- 
uires repentance, he does in chat very requirement 
inelude the promiſe of forgiveneſs to the true 
penitent, and defigns to convey the hope of it. 
He can never require ſorrow for ſorrow's ſake: 
and therefore whenever he enjoins ſubmiſſion to 
ordinance, which contains an acknowledgment 


of and ſorrow for ſin, he muſt by that very ordi- 


nance 
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nance convey the hope of pardon to thoſe who 


faithfully comply with it. 2 
Agreeably to this we find: that even Jahns 
baptiſm was called the baptiſm of repentance for the 
remiſſion of ſins ; or unto the remiſſion of fins, Mark i. 
4. Peter encouraged the murderers of our Lord 
with the aſſurance of forgiveneſs, when, upon 
finding them pricked in their hearts with his ſermon 
on the day of Pentecoſt, he bid them repent and be 
baptized in the name of Fefus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of 
fins, Act. ii. 38. To the like purpoſe is St. Paul's al- 
luſion to baptiſm, when he ſpeaks of our being ſaved 
by the waſhing of regeneration; Tit. iii. 5. for it is in 
baptiſm that we ſignify to the world our being re- 
generated. And in the like figurative reſpect it 
is, that the apoſtle Peter ſignifies, that baptiſm now 
ſaves us; 1 Pet. iii. 21. not indeed the putting away 
the filth of the fleſh, but the anſwer of a good conſcience 
towards God. But Chriſt's own joining together 
repentance and remiſſion of ſins, as ſo important a part 
of the doctrine, which his apoſtles were to preach 
in his name among all nations, into which doctrine 
they who received his goſpel were to be baptizedy 
his joining theſe things together, Lak. xxiv. though 
he does not there make mention of baptiſm, is 
with me a ſufficient argument; that whatever 
proof there is, that baptiſm was deſigned to hold 
torth a true penitent frame of 'mind in the per- 
ſon baptized, muſt prove likewiſe, that it was de- 
hgned to hold forth the hope of pardon, I ob- 
ſerve now, TT 1% YOON FE TN ee 2 ORR 


III. That the baptiſm, inſtituted by our Lord 
after his reſurrection, denotes a perſonal profeſſion 
of believing his doctrine, and of reſolving to be 
o 
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- This profeſſion is: intimated in our text by the 
- phraſe of calling on the name of the Lord. For/when 
Ananias exhorted Saul to be baptized, calling on the 
name of the Lord; he plainly ſignißed; that in bap- 
tiſm he was to acknowledge Feſus for bis Lord 
and Maſter, whoſe commands he ſhould always be 
ready to obey, as the rule of his life and actions, 
and through whom he was to hope for the for- 
giveneſs of his fins, from which in bis baptiſm he 
deſired to be waſhed and cleanſed,  » | 


And the ſame things are ſignified in thoſe paſ- 


ſages of the New Teſtament, which ſpeak of per- 
ſons as baptized in the name, or into the name of the 
Lord Feſus : who is herein conſidered as the Chrif 
already come; wherein his baptiſm is diſtinguiſhed 
from that of John, who taught the people to believe 
in him who was to come after bim; Acts xix. 4. 
Being baptized into the name of the Lord Feſus, plainly 
ſignifies the acknowledging him as our Lord and 
Maſter, in matters of a religious kind; believing 
the record which he has given us of the mind and 
counſel of God; reſolving to obey his commands; 
and declaring his promiſes to be the foundation of 
our hope. All theſe are included in the general 
name of faith in Chriſt. And that with very good 
reaſon: becauſe if we believe in him as lent of 
God, to deliver inſtructions, and commands, and 
promiſes, or to act in any other character what- 
ſoever; we ſhall then readily receive thoſe in- 
ſtructions, obey thoſe commands, rely upon thoſe 
promiſes, and in general ſuit ourſelves to all thoſe 
characters, in which we believe God has thought 
fit to ſend him, There is therefore a view to all 
theſe in baptiſm ; if the apoſtle reaſoned rightly 
with the Galatians, upon the connection between 
faith and baptiſm, Gal. iii, 26, 27. 77 are all Ibs 
oy >  ehilaren 
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5 un of God through faith in Chrift Jeſus for as 


many of you as have been baptized into Cbriſt have put 
on Chriſt , that is, have profeſſed and declared to 
the world, that ye belong to him, and deſire to 
What indeed can we make of being baptized into 
the name of the Lord Feſus; if it do not mean, into 
the profeſſion of that whole doctrine, which was 
taught by the Lord Jeſus, and which he was after 
an extraordinary manner commiſſioned from hea- 
ven to make known to men? Wherein otherwiſe 
will be the difference, which the apoſtle Paul makes 
between Jeſus himſelf and any of his miniſtring 
ſervants, the apoſtles not excepted ? It is plainly 
with regard to this, that he expoſtulates with the 
Corinthians, 1 Cor. i. 13. about their diviſions a- 
mong themſelves: 1s Chriſt divided? Was Paul cru- 
cifed for ou? Or were: ye baptized into: the name of 
Paul? The apoſtle here conſiders himſelf only. as 
a ſervant, miniſtring the doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt: 
into whoſe name, that is, into the profeſſion of 
whoſe doctrine, the Corinubians were baptized : 


for the doctrine was not the doctrine: of Paul, but 


of Chriſt, who ſent him to preach it. And from 
this plain account we learn the cleareſt explication 
of the words in the commiſſion itſelf; Bap 


into the, name of the Father, and the Son, and the Hoh 


Ghoſt, Matt. xxviii. 19. The true meaning is; 
baptizing into the profeſſion of that doctrine, 
which is the mind and counſel of God be Father, 
made known to mankind by the Son, and con- 


firmed by the mighty operations of be Holy Ghoſt. 
There is no account of theſe words ſo natural as 


this, or ſo well ſuited to what the apoſtles were in 


that commiſſion required to do: which was, firſt 


to make diſciples in all nations, by preaching the goſ- 
Na be eas © a pe 
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pel of Chriſt ; and then to baptize thoſe who em- 


braced it, and were wings to take on themſelves 
| the profeſſion of it. 

But then it appears, W to the tenor of 
the New Teſtament, that this profeſſion muſt be 
.a perſonal profeſſion : and- there is no room for 
conjectural inferences from the conſtitution of the 
Moſaic law, or from the Mrabamic covenant which 
went before it. The goſpel conſtitution is com- 
on: in itſelf ; and every part of it receives its 
orce, and becomes what it is, from the mind and 
will of the conſtitutor: nor is it left to us to ſup- 
ply its ſuppoſed deficiences out of an antiquated 
conſtitution, which this was deſigned to abrogate. 
I fay, its ſuppoſed deficiencies. For whereas, in 
the caſe before us, fome good chriſtians ſuppoſe, 


that becauſe infants were circumciſed of old, by 


virtue of an expreſs command, therefore infants 
ought to be baptized now, though there is no 
command for it; the argument is directly againſt 
them, beſides that they have no precept to pro- 
ceed by. For the truth of the caſe is this: that 
the circumciſion of infants, if it can be faid to 
have made them members of the church, muſt 
be a proof of the weak, infant ſtate of the church 
in thoſe times; when = heir was under tutors and 


govornors, until the time appointed by the father. But 


it is an honour to the chriſtian church, a proof of 
its ſtate of maturity and full growth, that none 
but grown perſons, making profeſſion of their 
own faith, and of their own reſolution to obey 
the mind of God, are received as viſible members 
of it. This is, with me, beſides the total ſilence 
of ſeripture in the caſe, a good argument againſt 
the baptizing of infants. Moreover, there 3 


a * reaſon for circumciſing God's * 
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of old in their infant ſtate, rather than in 


adult age; becauſe the thing to be ſignified by 
circumciſion, which was the ſeparation of that 
le from all nations of the world, as the 
ple from whom the promiſed Meſſiah ſhould ariſe, 
did not depend upon their own voluntary pro- 
feſſion; and was therefore, in much kindneſs, 
ordered to be adminiſtred in that ſtage of life, 
wherein it would give leaſt uneaſineſs and 1 incon- 
yeniency. 

But from the whole tenor of the New Teſta- 
ment it appears, that baptiſm was deſigned to be 
the token of a perſonal voluntary ſubmiſſion to 
Chriſt, in all the laws of his ſpiritual kingdom. 
To this agrees the plaineſt ſenſe of the commiſſion 
itſelf; of the examples of baptiſm ; and of the 
reaſonings upon it. Diſciples were to be'made, be- 
fore they were baptized into the profeſſion of being 
fo. And according to what we have been obſerving 
already, there is no difference made between the 
firſt converts in any nation, and'their poſterity : 
and more we ſhall have occaſion of obſerving to 
the ſame purpoſe hereafter. All the perſons who 
ſtand upon record in the New Teſtament as be- 
ing baptized, were baptized upon the actual 
feſſion of their own faith. And as to the reaſonings 
upon baptiſm: we may obſerve, that when the 
eunuch defired to be baptized, he was told by Phi- 
hp, that if he believed with all his heart, he might ; 


plainly intimating, that if he did not believe, he 


might not be baptized ; As viii. 37. So that 5 
ſage juſt now quoted, Gal. ui. 2 1658. As many 
as have been baptized into Chriſt, have put on Ch , 


plainly ſignifies, that theſe converts had made 
the putting on Chriſt their own voluntary act and 
deed. So the arguing N the deſign of bap- 
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he riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things which are rar 
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tiſm, to repreſent a death-unto ſim, and a walking in 
newneſs of life, is introduced to ſhew a voluntary 
engagement, which in baptiſm we take upon our- 
ſelves; which no other perſon, nor indeed all the 
other perſons in the world, can properly lay upon 
us. And ſo likewiſe, it is very fit to be obſerved: 
that whatever is ſalutary in baptiſm is affirmed by 
the apoſtle Peter, to be the anſwer of a good 
conſcience © towards God; not the waſhing of the 
Body in water; which in the caſe of an infant is 
done without his knowing any thing of the de- 


ſign, altogether without his conſent, and mani- 


feſtly againſt his inclination. 

I ſhall conclude this head with obſerving the 
wiſdom of Chriſt our law-giver ; in appointing an 
ordinance ſo well ſuited to the temper of mind, 
wherewith we ſhould take on us the profeſſion of 


his religion. 


We have ſeen; that a profeſſed repentance from 
dead works, and a declared reſolution to turn 


from fin, a hope in the mercy of God for 


pardon, and an acknowledgment of Chrift as 


our Lord and Maſter, are included in the re- 


gular compliance with Chriſt's ordinance of bap- 
tiſm. Now how aptly does the humbling ordi- 


nance of baptiſm, reducing the ſubject, as it were, 


to a ſtate of death and burial, ſuit with that hum- 
ble diſpoſition, of which we have been ſpeaking, 
that reſolution of turning from fin, and of obeying 


all the commands of Chriſt our Maſter ? How 
fitly does the riſing from baptiſm repreſent, not 


only our obligation to walk in newneſs of life, but 
likewiſe our hope of a better life when this ſhall 
have an end? And how directly does the apoſtle 
Paul apply it to this view, Col. iii. 1-4. If ye then 
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mind of Chriſt in the application of baptiſm to 
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where Chriſt fitteth on the right band of God. Set your 


affeftions on things above, not on things on the earth. 
For ye are dead: and your life is bid with Chriſt mm 
aw When Chriſt who is our life ſhall appar then 
_ we alſo _ with bim in glory: 


1 proceed now to obſerve, 


IV. That it \ in hes mind of Chriſt, that choſe. 


in every age of the church, who are convinced 


of the truth and divine authority of his doctrine, 


ſhould by baptiſm take on them the profeſſion 


of it. 
The principles, which under the former heads 


I have laid down, taken from the manifeſt deſign 
of the ordinance of baptiſm, in its inſtitution, in 
its miniſtration during the apoſtles days, and in 
the reaſonings of the inſpired writers themſelves 
upon it, belonging in the nature of the thing to 
every individual member of Chriſt's church, as 
well as to any one, are of all others the fitteſt to 
determine this point. Particularly, they are much 
more to the purpoſe, than a round-about diſqui- 


ſition concerning a diſputed practice of the Jes 


in baptizing their proſelytes, and an application of 
this, in its various circumſtances, to the baptizing 
or not baptizing of the poſterity of thoſe in any 
nation, who have already received the profeſſion 
or Chriſt's goſpel. 

The principles, I fay, which I have laid down, 
deſerve much more regard, by perſons on both 
ſides of the controverſy about chriſtian baptiſm, 
than the ſettling of facts relating to the proſe- 
lyte-baptiſm among the Jeus; becauſe nothing 
certain can be gathered from that, as to the 


his 
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his. diſciples in all ages of the church after ha 


ae. LIC | 
But indeed, after all the ſtir, which ſome 
learned men have made about this argument; 
the whole, to me, appears to be without founda- 


tion. That there was no ſuch practice among 


the Jeus in our Saviour's time, as the baptizing 
of proſelytes, is at leaſt, very probable, from the 


Phariſee's aſking John the baptiſt, Joh. i. 25. 


Why baptizeſt thou, if thou be not the Chriſt, nor 
Elias, neither that prophet * For the purport of 
this queſtion ſeems to be, What authority haſt 
4 thou to bring up a new religious ceremony? 
Tt ſignifies; that they expected further declara- 
tions of the mind of God from the extraordi- 
nary perſons here mentioned, whenever they 
ſhould appear ; and that they ſhould not wonder, 
if God ſhould, by their miniſtry, inſtitute ſome new 
ceremony relating to the doctrine they delivered; 


but that they did not believe him to be any of 


thoſe extraordinary perſons, and therefore not to 
have authority enough to bring up a new cere- 
mony in religion. Moreover, Jobn's being called 
the baptiſt by way of eminency, is a ſtrong proba- 
bility, that his practice was new and unheard of. 
And again, our Lord's queſtion to the Phariſees 
concerning John's baptiſm, Matt. xxi. 25. makes 
to the fame purpoſe; The baptiſm of Fohn whence 
das it; from heaven, or of men? For if there had 
been any ſuch practice at that time among the 
Fews themſelves, as the baptizing of proſelytes; 


they would have gloried in it, and would have 


anſwered, that Fobn's baptiſm was borrowed from 
them. But Jobn himſelf declares, Fob. i. 33. 
that God ſent bim to baptize with water, And it muſt 
be with regard to a divine command, that our cp 
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g Lord, when he ſubmitted to be baptized by John, 
anſwered Jabs ſcruples about his unworthineſ 


to adminiſter baptiſm. to fo glorious a perſon; 
Suffer it to be ſo now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil 


all righteouſneſs, Matt. iii. 18. And further it 


ſeems to be confeſſed on all hands, that the 3 
accounts we have of any ſuch practice as proſelyte 


baptiſm, are 140 or 200 years after our Saviour's 


time. And theſe accounts are written by Zewyb rab- 
bies: whoſe teſtimony indeed will prove, that the 
ceremony was practiſed in their time: but in what 
theſe ſame rabbies affirm concerning ancient 
times, they build too much upon conjectures, to 
deſerve credit; eſpecially. as the Scripture itſelf 


is far from favouring their aſſertions: ſo that 


no inference. can fairly be drawn from them, to 
prove that the baptiſm of proſelytes was FO 
in Chriſt's time and before. 

But even if any fuch thing was practiſed i in 
our Saviour's time; yet it was not done by virtue 
of any divine command. It was an invention of 
men; an unſcriptural tradition of the elders, in 
the. rank of thoſe very things, for which our 
Lord ſeverely reproved them and the Phariſees: 
and therefore he cannot be ſuppoſed to borrow 


his inſtitution of baptiſm from it. It can never, 
Vith any tolerable regard to our Saviour's honour, 


be imagined, that he would leave an inſtitution of 
his own, ſo obſcurely and defectively expreſſed by 
himſelf, as that for the underſtanding of it, we 
ſhould be obliged to have recourſe. to the ſuper- 
ſtitious traditions of the Fewrſb doctors, fo often 
condemned by him. Chriſt's inſtitution of bap- 
tim, as explained by the practice and reaſoning 
of his apoſtles, is ſufficiently clear. - And whereas 
it is 5 urged, that Chriſt. did not love to innovate, 
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or bring in new practices in religion: ſtill, the 


rgument remains firm; that there is not the 


leaſt reaſon to believe, that Chriſt would chooſe 
one of thoſe ceremonies, and adopt it for a reli. 

ious inſtitution of his own, which theſe men, 
or their fore-fathers, of their own heads had ſu- 
perſtitiouſly framed, and in the practice whereof 
they offered to God a ſervice which he never 
required; while they ſhamefully neglected the 
ſubſtance of his plain commands, and were ſevere- 
ly reproved by our Lord, for their neglect in the 


one caſe, and their preſumption in the other. 


If therefore there was in our Saviour's time 
any ſuch practice among the Jes as baptizing 
proſelytes, and thoſe children which they had at 
the time of their proſelytiſm, which yet has never 
been proved, but depends upon meer ſuppoſition; 


and if they did with-hold baptiſm from thoſe 


children of the proſelytes, which were born after 
the parents became proſelytes: yet no argument 
can he drawn from thence, that can affect baptiſm 
in the chriſtian church. For as there is no pre- 
tence of an obligation upon us to do as they 
did, to adminiſter baptiſm to the ſame ſubjects, 
to whom they are ſuppoſed to have miniſtred it: 
ſo neither does the ſuppofing that they had the 


practice of baptiſm among them, give us any al- 
lowance to ceaſe or to omit the practice of chriſtian 
baptiſm, in any caſe where they would not have 


practiſed their baptiſm. If there had been any 
ſuch practice among the Fews, and our Saviour 
had deſigned an analogy between their baptiſm 
and that which he himſelf ordained ; we can by 
no means believe, but that he would have told 


us how far the analogy ſhould reach. In ſhort; 


if baptiſm be an inſtitution of Chriſt, and is #9 
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be practiſed in obedience to his command : then 
it muſt receive its whole force from him; and 
muſt be underſtood, as to its ſubject, as to its 
manner of adminiſtration, and as to its continu- 
ance, according to thoſe accounts, and thoſe only, 
which himſelf and his immediate followers, com- 
miſſioned by him, do give of it. Nor is there 
the leaſt ground for ſuppoſing, that Chriſt would 
leave any ordinance of his own, relating to his 
own diſciples, to be explained and applied, ac- 
cording to a practice of men, who in that very 
practice had themſelves no divine command to 
ſupport them. | | 
But indeed we have no need of any ſuppoſitions 
about this affair. For the directions which Chrift 
himſelf has left are ſufficiently clear ; eſpecially, 
as their obvious meaning 1s confirmed by the 
practice and the reaſoning of his inſpired apoſtles. 
And for proof of this, 1 think there is no need 
of recourſe to any thing more, than the two firſt 
heads of this diſcourſe ; the evident view, which 
the ordinance of baptiſm has to repentance and re- 
miſſun of fins, Let thoſe only be baptized, who 
acknowledge they ſtand in need of that repentance 
and remiſjion, which the goſpel of Chriſt preaches 
to them : and all thoſe, who do in their hearts 
embrace his goſpel, muſt upon that principle be 
baptized, whether they be the firſt converts in a 
nation, or their poſterity. For I would aſk again 
and again : Do the deſcendents of the firſt con- 
verts ſtand in need of repentance and pardon; 
or do they not ? Did they repent in their parents 
repentance; and were they pardoned in their pa- 
rents pardon? Is not repentance, according to 
the manifeſt rules of the goipel, expected from 
every one, with regard to his own ſins? And 1s 
not every one for himſelf, to receive from a mer- 
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5o Baptiſm degned for all 
ciful God that forgiveneſs, of which he ſtands in 
need? Why then ſhall we pretend to ſay, that 


none but thoſe, who in any nation firſt -receiye 


the goſpel, are to be baptized, and not their poſte- 
rity ; when the New Teſtament plainly repreſents 
the ordinance of baptiſm as deſigned to ſignify, 
on the part of the baptized, repentance and turn- 
ing from ſin, and on the part of God, the promiſe 
af pardon to thoſe who ſincerely ſubmit to the in- 
Futution ? 4301s 139 DB. 4 75 
Did not our bleſſed Lord declare, Mays. ix. 
13. that the deſign of his coming into the world 
was to call ſinners to repentance? And does this call 
ceaſe, in any nation of the world, as ſoon as his 
goſpel has been entertained: and profeſſed in that 
nation ? Are there no /s to be found in the poſte- 
rity of thoſe who thus entertained it? Or indeed 
is there in the whole world any one deſcendent of 
chriſtian parents, by the benefit of his chriſtian 
education ſo abſolutely free from /in, and ſo ſure 
that he has never incurred any guilt, as to need 


no regard to that call? It will be no ſupport 
to ſuch a notion, that our Saviour fays, in 


the fame verſe, that he came not to call the. righte- 


cus lo repentance ; becauſe from the whole tenour of 


the New Teſtament it appears, that none is ſtrictiy 
righteous; and therefore this ſaying muſt be under. 


ſtood in a comparative ſenſe. Moreover, the cir- 


cumftances in which our Lord delivered theſe 
words plainly ſhew this to be his meaning; that 
being ſent into the world 70 call ſinners to repent- 
ance, there was therefore the greater neceſſity to 
call ſuch extraordinary nmers as thoſe publicans with 


whom he was then converſing, than other ſinners 


of a lower degree, who in compariſon of them 


might be tiled 77ghtcous. And in this comparative 
ſenſe the words of our Lord anſwer, with great pro 


Pr let y, 


priety;” to his quotation, in the ſame verſe, from 
the prophet Hoſea: wherein he bids the Phariſees 


— — learn what that meaneth, I will have mercy, 


ond ne} ſacrifice. For he cannot juſtly be ſuppoſed 


to ſignify, that God in theſe words rejected all 
ſacrifice; but that he preferred works of merey 


before ſacrifice z becauſe in this comparative ſenſe 


God himſelf had explained his own words, as re- 
corded by the prophet, Hof. vi. 6. I deſired merey, 
and not ſacrifice ; and the knowledge of God more than 
burnt-offerings. Nor will there be any excuſe from 
the repentance required in baptiſm to be found in 
thoſe expreffions of our Lord, in the parable of 


the loft ſheep, Luk. xv. 7. where he ſays; that joy 


ſhall be in heaven over one finner that repemeth, more 


than over ninety and nine juſt perſons <oho need no re- 
pentance. For the meaning of theſe words is 3 


| = Sek Ko the holy angels take the greateſt de- 


oly and righteous men; yet they have 
2 the preſent a more elated joy over one 'who 
s newly reformed from a very vicious courſe of 
life, more joy in this caſe over one great and re- 
markable inner, ſuch as thoſe mentioned in ver. I. 
of this chapter, to whom the reference is here 
made, than they have for the preſent over a num- 
ber of thoſe, who go on in a regular courſe of 
life, and need not that repentance, which the 
others wanted. But this will never prove; ei- 
ther thar our Lord himfelf thought, there were 
any perſons fo righteous, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of 
the word, as 10 need no repentance at all z or that 
any were out of the reach of that tall, which he 
was ſent to give to /inners in general, or above 
the want of that pardon, which thoug 
ation would be granted to alt true penitents;; the 
encouraging hope of which pardon is held forth 


in the er of baptiſm, 
"TY 2 The 


h his medi- 


To 52 Y Baptiſm defigned for all 
The whole ſtream of the New Teſtament, a8 I 


before obſerved, runs the contrary way. The 
apoſtle John tells us, 1 Job. ii. 2. that Chrift is 


tbe propitiation for the fins of the whole world. Agree. 


ably whereto the apoſtle Paul argues with the Co. 


rintbians; that the reaſon why Chriſt died for all 


was, becauſe ail were dead; and that the end of his 
thus dying for all was, that they who live might live 
unto him who died for them; 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 


Writing to the Galatians he ſays, chap. iii. 22. 


that be ſcripture hath concluded all under fin, to ibe 
end that the promiſe by the faith of Fefus Chriſt might 
be given to them that believe. And, what is very 
remarkable, chap. 11. 15. when he mentions the 
diſtinction, between thoſe who were Jets by nature, 
and the ſinners of the Gentiles, yet he ſays, includ- 
ing himſelf and his brethren the apoſtles; Ve 
who are Fews by nature, and not ſinners of the Gen- 
tiles. even we have believed in Feſus Chriſt, that we 
migbt be juſtified by the faith of Chriſt, Which faith 
of Chrift, it is certain, muſt look towards him in 
the character of a ſaviour from ſin. 
I I ſhall mention only one text more: and that 
is, Rom. iii. 23, 24. All have finned, and come ſhort 
of the glory of God; being juſtified freely by bis grace, 
tbrough the redemption which is in Feſus Chriſt. Now 
J would aſk, whether the apoſtle can here mean, 
that any perſons in the world are ſaſtiſied other- 
wiſe than by the free grace of God, through the re- 


demption which is in Feſus Chriſt ; or whether there 


is any.exception for the poſterity of chriſtian pa- 
en And if all who wakes under the dil- 
penſation of the goſpel, whether they be Fews / 
nature, or ſinners of the - Gentiles, are juſtified freeh 
by God's grace, through. the | redemption. which: is in 
Feſus Chriſt ; then 1 aſk, what are they yore 
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from? Are they not juſtified from ſin? And con- 
ſequently, were they not ſinners? Muſt they not 
all be looked on and treated as finners? Can the 


apoſtles meaning be only in general, that both 
Jews, and Gentiles, that is the generality of them, 
were guilty of ſin in the ſight of God, and there- 
fore the generality of both Fews and Gentiles ſtood. 
in need of his mercy ; but that there is no need 
of this mercy afterwards to the poſterity of thoſe 
who have received and profeſſed the goſpel ? If 
we will thus interpret ſcripture, we may as well 
caſt it away from us at once, and have nothing 
more to do with it. 1 155 

But if every individual perſon, who in any age 
of the church is juſtified, muſt be jaſtiſiad freely by- 
the grace of God, through the redemption which is in 
Jeſus Chriſt : then he muſt be conſidered as a 
ſinner. And if God conſiders him as a ſinner; 
ſurely he ought to conſider himſelf ſo; and with 


humble thankfulneſs to receive the mercy. of 


God in his pardon and juſtification, And this is 
what our Redeemer himſelf, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
expects we ſhould publickly acknowledge, in ſub- 
mitting to his ordinance of baptiſm : not-the firſt 


converts in a nation only; but every ſoul, which wants 


and deſires remiſſion of ſins at the hand of Gd. 

I know this doctrine is very diſagreeable to 
the taſte of ſome. . There are ſome perſons of 
too refined a taſte to allow, that they ſtand in 
any need of juſtification by the free grace of God, 
through the redemption which is in Feſus Chriſt. They 
deſpiſe. the thought of redemption by Jeſus Chriſt : 
and do not indeed like to acknowledge, that 
they are at all indebted to the mercy of God 
for pardon. No wonder therefore, that they de- 
ſpiſe an ordinance, whereby Jeſus Chriſt would 
5 have 


17 Baptiſm deſigned far all 
have his diſciples acknowledge their ſinfultief, 
and profeſs their humble hope of mercy through 
his ' mediation. No wonder, that they take op- 

ortunities to run down all ordinances as mere 
trifles, unworthy for God to enjoin, or for men 
to obey. But let not thoſe, who do believe the 
doctrine of Chriſt, and who acknowledge their 
need” of that mercy which the goſpel offers, 
ſtrengthen the hands of its enemies, and hinder 
the progreſs of the goſpel itſelf, by caſting con. 
tempt upon an inſtitution, whereby Chriſt its 
author would have his diſciples take on them 
the profeſſion of it. It will give them no plea- 
ſafe to reflect in any future time, that by this 
their conduct, they have really, though without 
deſign, contributed to ſuch ill ends. And yet 
that they really do ſo, appears from the confide- 
ration, that Chriſt deſigned that his doctrine, 
and the ' ordinance whereby his diſciples ſhould 
acknowledge the ſuitableneſs of it to their condi- 
tion, ſhould go together. You have already 
ſeen, that there is a cloſe connexion between 
the one and the other. I think I have made 
it appear, that Chrift expects they ſhould go 
together, in every individual ſubject of his king- 
dom: that every perſon, who receives his goſpel, 
is to repent of ſin, to turn from it, to hope for 
pardon through his interpoſition, and to teſtify 
all this to the world, by ſubmitting” to his ordt- 
nance of baptiſm. > os as OS 
This appears plainly to be the caſe ; becauſe 
there is no exception made for the poſterity of 
chriſtian parents: and that for this very good rea- 

' ſon; becauſe the poſterity of chriſtian parents are 
fners, as certainly as the parents were; and 
becauſe the doctrine of Chriſt, and his ordi- 
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1 nance of baptiſm, Are calculated for the neceGities 


of all, notwithſtanding the different circumſtances 
wherewith mens ſins are more or leſs aggravated. 
And hereby indeed is diſplaid the great wiſdom of 
the goſpel. conſtitution; in ſuiting itſelf to. the 
condition of all men in the world. 

I am perſuaded, that there would be much I : 
objection againſt baptizing the poſterity of chrij- 


tian parents, if it were more generally 
ed, that the reaſonings in the New Teſtament, 


the uſe and intent of baptiſm, affect chę 
poſterity, as well as the parents themſelves. No- 


thing is more plain than this, with regard to that 


often-cited paſſage, Rom. vi. 3, 4. Know ye nat, 
that ſo many of us ds were baptized into Feſus Chriſt, 
were baptized into bis death * Therefore we are buried 
with him by baptiſm into death; that like as Chriſt was 
raiſed up from the dead by the glory of the Father, sun 
fo we alſo ſbould walk in newneſs of life. Here, it 
s evident, that by being baptized into Feſus Chrift, 

the apoſtle means being baptized into the profeſ- 


ton of believing Chriſt's doctrine; and of refolv- 


ing to be his diſciples and ſervants. And he ap- 
peals to the Roman chriſtians, that hey themielves 


lie, that as many of them as by baptiſm took 


on them this profeſſion, took it on them with a 


ſpecial view to the death of Chriſt: which view, 


in the next words he explains in ſuch. a manner, as 
to ſhew, that the wiſdom of God deſigned the 
ordinance of baptiſm to hold forth, in the 

act of „5 the death of him, whoſe 
diſciples they thereby profeſs themſelves. to be; 
and to hold forth likewiſe their own. engage- 
ment, to become conformable io his death, in the 
mortification of ſin, and zo bis reſurrection, in riſing 
unto newneſs of life. And it is upon the con- 
ſideration 
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fideration of being profeſſedly dead to ſin, that all 
the exhortations in that chapter, to be really dead 


lo it, and alive unto God through Feſus Chriſt, and all 
the reaſonings againſt continuing in fin, or returning 
to it, are founded. I aſk therefore: Were the 
parents 10 die unto fin, and to live unto God through Feſus 
Chriſt, that new life of holineſs, to which his 
doctrine directs : and were they to teſtify their 
reſolution to this purpoſe, by ſubmitting to an 
ordinance of Chriſt, deſigned by himſelf to re- 


preſent theſe things? Then their poſterity cannot 


be excuſed from ſubmitting to this ordinance, un- 
Jeſs they can ſhew, that they have no need of the 
things deſigned to be repreſented by it. Baptiſm, 
we ſee, was intended to anſwer the moſt uſeful 
practical purpoſes. And if it be not our own 
fault, it will always anſwer ſuch purpoſes, in our 
reflexions upon the engagement we therein took 


upon us, agreeably to the mind of our great Law- 


giver and Saviour; the engagement to adhere, in 
the whole courſe of our actions, to that holy doctrine 
which he taught, and in which he perſiſted even 
unto death, that death, which in the ordinance it- 


ſelf we call to mind. And ſuch reflexions as theſe 
are as uſeful and as important to the poſterity of 


chriſtian parents, as to the parents themſelves. 
The ſame account is to be given of this apo- 
ſtle's reaſonings with the Colgſians, chap. iii. at 
the begining. For having in the 12th verſe of the 
ſecond chapter put them in mind, that they had 
been buried with Chriſt in baptiſm, wherein alſo they 
-zwere riſen with him, through the faith of the operation 
of Cod who raiſed him from the dead; he thus argues 
in the three firſt verſes of chap. iii. If ye then be 
riſen with Chriſt (or rather, fince ye then are riſen 
with Chriſt, as in the former chapter he . 
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above, where Chriſt ſitteth at the right hand of God: 
ſet your affettion on things above, not on things on the 
earth: for ye are dead, and your life is hid with Chriſt 
in God. And hereupon is founded the exhorta- 
tion, in the fifth and ſome following verſes, 10 
mortify their members which were upon” the earth. And 
upon the fame argument 1s founded the exhorta- 
tion, in the twelfth and following verſes, 10 put 
on the habits of the virtues there mentioned, 4s 
becoming the choſen people of God, which is in the 
New Teſtament the character of chriſtians. Nor 


will the mention of the heinous ſins, of which 


theſe Coloffians had been guilty before their con- 
verſion, afford any ſemblance of an argument, 
why the uſeful thought, of a burial with Chriſt in 
baptiſm, and of a riſmg unto newneſs of life, which 
in the former paſſage to the Romans are declared 
to be the very things intended to be ſhewn forth in 
the adminiſtration of baptiſm, ſhould be loſt to 


all their adult deſcendents, or the deſcendents of 


any other converts; when all the difference be- 
tween the one and the other is, either that the de- 
ſcendents do not fall into all the fins and follies of 
their anceſtors, particularly not into their 1dolatries ; 
or that that they are not guilty of any of their 
fins in the ſame degree; though yet they have 
need of dying unto fin, and of riſing to newneſs of 


Much to the ſame purpoſe, with regard to 
the profeſſion made in baptiſm, are the words of 
the ſame apoſtle to the Galatians, chap. iii. 27. 


For as many of you as have been baptized into Chrift 


have put on Chriſt. For here the apoſtle intimates 


the obligation of every individual perſon baptized, 


to live agreeably to the doctrine of Chriſt (the 
belief whereof is profeſſed in baptiſm) as being 
— | included 
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included in the number of thoſe all, mentioned 
ver. 22. whom the ſcripture had concluded under fin, 
that the promiſe by faith of Feſus Chriſt might be given 
unto them that believe. This therefore includes the 
caſe of all, who in any following generation ſhould 
believe in Jeſus Chriſt, as well as of the firſt be- 
lievers in any nation. | 
And in the ſame univerſal manner, with re- 
gard to. the uſefulneſs of the ordinance of bap- 
tiſm, does the apoſtle Peter ſpeak, 1 Pex. iii. 21. 
when he tells the ſtrangers of the diſperſion, that 
baptiſm becomes falutary, not as it is the putting away 
the filth of the fleſh, but the anſwer of a good conſcience 
towards God, by the reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt. This 
anſwer of a good conſcience towards God, re- 
lating to the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, is of as 
much uſe and importance to the deſcendents of 
chriſtian parents, trained up in the knowledge of 
the chriſtian religion, as to the 'parents them- 
ſelves ; becauſe the chriftian doctrine ſhews, that 
they do as certainly ſtand in need of a Saviour, 
as their parents did: and therefore it is no other 
than the anſwer of a good conſcience in them to ac- 
knowledge this, in the way of Chriſt's appoint- 
ment ; which is, ſubmiſſion to an ordinance, de- 
| ſigned by himſelf to repreſent his own burial 
and reſurrection, and to teſtify their reſolution 7 
die unto fin, and to live unto God through bim. This 
ordinance therefore muſt as certainly belong to 
the. poſterity as to the parents; unleſs 1t can be 
ſhewn, that the one have no need of that reſolu- 
tion held forth and declared in baptiſm, which 
becomes ſalutary to the other. 
It is a poor objection, which ſome make againſt 
baptizing the poſterity of chriſtian parents, when 
they alledge, that we have no example of any 


ſuch thing in the New Teſtament, For how 
indeed 


of his doctrine. 


here and there in the epiſtles, contain all the ſcrip- 
tural hiſtory we have of the propagation of the goſ- 


pel from our Saviour's time) relate only in a brief 


manner the reception of the goſpel in particular 


places; and pals, in their hiſtorical accounts, from 


one place to another, without ſtaying to tell what 


was done from generation to generation, in any 


one place whatſoever. Such a work as that, it 
does not appear, our Saviour ever deſigned his 
inſpired followers ſhould be employed about. 
There was no need, that they ſhould be fo em- 
ployed; it being ſufficient that we are aſſured, 


that the doctrine and the ordinances of Chriſt 


were delivered to the ſeveral nations, among 
whom the apoſtles travelled and taught. The 
argument therefore, taken from the filence of 
ſcripture concerning the baptizing of the poſte- 
rity of chriſtian parents, does indeed make for 
the baptizing of them, inſtead of making againſt 
it; becauſe it is to be taken for granted, that 


they who received Chriſt's doctrine, and Chriſt's 


inſtitutions, would act agreeably to that doctrine, 


and to thoſe inſtitutions which they received. It 


they did not, it was their own fault, And it 
appears, from the nature of the inſtitution of bap- 
tim, and the ſenſe in which the apoſtles them- 
ſelves underſtood it, that it was the mind of 
Chriſt, that all who at any time ſhould become 
his diſciples, ſhould be baptized into the profeſſion 


marked : that even in the epiſtles themſelves, 
though written at a time, when many of the firſt 
converts, in the churches to which they were 
directed, muſt have had children grown 5 to 


years of underſtanding, yet the apoſtles ſpea 
* | baptiſm 
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indeed could we expect ſuch examples? when the 
acts of the apoſtles (which, excepting ſome hints 


However, it deſerves to be re- 
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Baptiſm defigned for all 
baptiſm as an ordinance to be obſerved, and not 
RES age. 7 oo He 
But the mention of this directs me to argue 
a little upon my third propoſition: wherein J ob. 
ſerved, that baptiſm denotes a profeſſion, a per- 
ſonal profeſſion, of believing the doctrine of 
Chriſt, and of reſolving to be guided by it. 
I would hereupon aſk thoſe who are for drop- 
ping intirely the ordinance of baptiſm, with regard 
to the poſterity of chriſtian parents; in what way 
or manner the poſterity of chriſtian parents are 
to make their profeſſion of Chriſt's doctrine ; or 
whether they are to make no profeſſion at all? 
If they are to make any profeſſion; let us know 
what rule they are herein to follow; or whether 
one is to take one away, according to his own 
choice or liking, and another another. There 
is, it ſeems, a ſettled rule for thoſe in any nation, 
who firſt receive and entertain the goſpel. They 
are to do it by ſubmitting to Chriſt's ordinance of 
baptiſm; an ordinance ſuited to the nature of 
that goſpel which is profeſſed, and to the con- 
dition of thoſe who profefs it, conſidered as 
ſinners, ſtanding in need of mercy from God, 
aſhamed of their ſins, whatever they have been, 
and reſolved to forſake them. And can we then 
believe, that there is no rule left for the poſterity 
of thoſe firſt converts; no rule whereby to make 
their profeſſion of chriſtianity, though they, as 
well as their parents, are /mers in the ſight of 
God, and ſtand in need of the fame mercy in 
the pardon of their fins, to which the baptiſm of 
their parents had ſo clear and ſo evident a view! 
Did Chriſt leave a rule for thoſe few in any 
nation, who ſhould firſt receive his goſpel ; and 
no rule for all thoſe in every ſucceeding} genera- 


fion, who ſhould be convinced of the * and 
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divine authority of it; no rule for their taking on 
them the profeſſion? Why will we believe him 


ſo inconſiſtent? What ground has he given for 


the ſuſpicion of it? Let us believe better things 


concerning him, whom we acknowledge for our 


Lord and Maſter. And let us acknowledge, 


that what internally belongs to the ordinance of 
baptiſm is of much greater force, in the argument 


of its deſigned extent. than what might poſſibly 


be practiſed, after the death of the apoſtles, by 
perſons who might diſregard a great part of what 
they had been taught, and build upon reaſonings of 
their own, as it is too plain they did, even in earlytimes. 

Let us not loſe or caſt away from ourſelves 
that benefit, which Chriſt our Saviour, in his 
inſtitution of baptiſm, deſigned for us, as well 
as for our religious anceſtors, who made pro- 
feſſion of chriſtianity before us. Nor let us think 
ourſelves at liberty, to take on us the profeſſion 
of chriſtianity in what way we like beſt, to 
the neglect of that, which Chriſt himſelf 
thought fit to appoint, Particularly let us not 
imagine, that we are at liberty to neglect one of 
Chriſt's ordinances, becauſe we have ſubmitted to 
another. Let us not allow ourſelves to reſolve, 
that the partaking of the Lord's ſupper ſhall be 
looked upon as our way of profeſſing to be his 
diſciples z when it is fo plain, that our Lord him- 


ſelf appointed another diſtinct ordinance for this 
very purpoſe, after he had inſtituted that of the 
ſupper; when there is as much regard due to the 


one as to the other, ſince they both proceed from 


the ſame authority; and when the reaſon and de- 


ſign of the inſtitution ſtill call for our ſubmiſſion 
to it, if we believe the doctrine of Chriſt, reſolve 


to live agreeably to it, and acknowledge our need 


of the mercy it offers, and our hope through 
| him 
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him of receiving that mercy at God's hand. There 
is indeed no reaſon for adminiſtring this ordinance 
to ſuch, as cannot or do not profeſs that di poſi. 
tion off mind which plainly belongs to it; no rea- 
ſon to treat infants as penitents. But this will 
never excuſe any from ſubmitting to baptiſm, who 
are capable of profeſſing that diſpoſition of mind, 
to which it has a view, if they are convinced of 
the truth and divine authority of Chriſt's doctrine. 
Let all, who have the opportunity of being in- 
ſtructed in that doctrine, bring their minds to this 
_ diſpoſition, and take care to continue in it: other- 

wiſe they will not only reject the ordinance of 
Chriſt, but the religion too, which he requires 
them to profeſs. 
If any of us are heartily convinced of the 
truth and divine authority of Chriſt's go'pe], its 
holineſs and goodneſs, its ſuitableneſs to the con- 
dition of ſinful men, and the importance of re- 
ceiving it where it is made known; let every 
ſuch perſon ſay to himſelf, as Ananias to Saul in 
our text, Now, qwhy tarrięſt thou? Ariſe, and be bap- 
tized ;, and waſh away thy fins, calling on the name of 
the Lord. For the ground of the exhortation was, 
not the extraordinary means whereby Saul was con- 
verted to the belief of Chriſt's doctrine, but the 
conviction itſelf which he received of its divine au- 
thority; This appears plainly from obſerving, 
that thoſe who were brought to the belief of this 
doctrine without ſuch extraordinary interpoſitions 
of providence (as Criſpus, and the other Co- 
rinthians, Act. xvi. 8.) as well. as thoſe, who 
like Saul were converted by ſuch extraordinary 
interpoſitions, were baptized upon their being 
once brought heartily to believe. 

Let young perſons eſpecially be intreated to 


regard the exhortation in our text, and the 
ground 
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ground on which it is built; and aſk themſelves 
what they can do, which is ſo; wiſe, ſo honour- 
able, ſo much tending to eftabtifh peace within 
upon a good foundation, as taking on them, 
according to Chriſt's own direction, the profeſſion 
of his holy religion, at a time when it is deſpiſed 
and ridiculed, Let them aſk themſelves whether 
they have not reaſon to hope, that their reward 
will be the greater in the day of retribution, 
for contemning the reproaches, which poſſibly 
they may ſuffer on that account, But further; 
let them aſk themſelves. how it will ſpeed with 
them in that awſul day, if it ſhall appear, that 
the one thing which hindred their open acknow- 
ledgment of Chriſt, in that way which they 
believed to be his mind, was the fear of the re- 
proaches or the diſpleaſure of thoſe, whom they 
themſelves believed to be in the wrong. Let 
not that be made a trifle by us, which Chriſt 
has made a ſerious matter. And if any thing in 
the world is ſerious and folemn ; ſuch ſurely 
was the mannner, in which Chriſt choſe to 1n- 


troduce the commiſſion. to baptize : making his 


own extenſive power and authority in heaven and. 
earth, delivered to him by the Father, the 
foundation of the commiſſion ; joining it with 
that other ordinance of preaching his goſpel, in 
order to the obedience of faith; and annexing 
to both his bleſſing, promiſed to attend the 
taithful adminiſtration, to the end of the world, 
Matt. xxviii. 18, 19, 20. All power is given unto 
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them into the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt: 
teaching them to obſerve all things whatſoever I have 
commanded you. And lo I am with you alway, even unto 


ibe end of the world. Amen. 
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